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Today’s Worship Focus: This week the mega millions jackpot was worth over $1 billion. What would you
do with that much money? Whether we have a lot in this prosperous country or just long for it, we are constantly tempted
to get distracted from things that matter so much more. Today the Lord instructs us that “Life is More than Possessions”.
It is really about what we have in God.

What Is the World to Me

CW 717

Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Georg M. Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732, abr. Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you.
And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways
I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE
In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Oh, Taste and See
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures you have stored
up for us in heaven that we may never despair but always rejoice and be
thankful for the riches of your grace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Be Seated

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Ecclesiastes 1:1–2, 12–14; 2:18–26

Life with its toiling after possessions is restless grief and pain. God's hand grants satisfaction.

The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem:
2“Meaningless! Meaningless!”
says the Teacher.
“Utterly meaningless!
Everything is meaningless.”
12I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13I applied my mind to
study and to explore by wisdom all that is done under the heavens. What a
heavy burden God has laid on mankind! 14I have seen all the things that are done
under the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
1
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I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave
them to the one who comes after me. 19And who knows whether that person will
be wise or foolish? Yet they will have control over all the fruit of my toil into
which I have poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is meaningless.
20So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. 21For a
person may labor with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then they must leave
all they own to another who has not toiled for it. This too is meaningless and a
great misfortune. 22What do people get for all the toil and anxious striving with
which they labor under the sun? 23All their days their work is grief and pain;
even at night their minds do not rest. This too is meaningless.
24A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in
their own toil. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, 25for without him, who can
eat or find enjoyment? 26To the person who pleases him, God gives wisdom,
knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and
storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is
meaningless, a chasing after the wind.
18
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Give Me Jesus

In the morning when I rise, give me Jesus. Refrain: Give me Jesus. You can have
all this world, but give me Jesus.
When I am alone, give me Jesus. Refrain
When I come to die, give me Jesus. Refrain

SECOND LESSON

Colossians 3:1–11

Set your minds on things above, where your life is hidden with Christ. Put to death your earthly nature, including greed.

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things
above, not on earthly things. 3For you died, and your life is now hidden with
Christ in God. 4When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory.
5Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of
these, the wrath of God is coming. 7You used to walk in these ways, in the life
you once lived. 8But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these:
anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9Do not lie to
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each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10and have
put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its
Creator. 11Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised,
barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

VERSE OF THE DAY

Stand

GOSPEL

Luke 12:13–21
Earthly possessions can be gone in a night, so be rich toward God.

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me.”
14Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?”
15Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against kinds
of greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.”
16And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an
abundant harvest. 17He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to
store my crops.’
18“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build
bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19And I’ll say to myself,
“You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and
be merry.” ’
13
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“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’
21“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is
not rich toward God.”
20

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Be Seated

O God, Our Help in Ages Past

CW 820

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727 Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

Are You Good with God?
Satisfied * Humble

Ecclesiastes 1-2

Stand

APOSTLE'S CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
7

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be Seated

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord and ask you to
hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our
ministries and offerings, and use them to your glory.
We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in
your sight. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

All Depends on Our Possessing

CW 807 sts. 1–4

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Andächtige Haus-Kirche, Nürnberg, 1676 Tune: adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; Johann Löhner, 1645–1705 Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

All Depends on Our Possessing

CW 807 sts. 5–6

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Andächtige Haus-Kirche, Nürnberg, 1676 Tune: adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; Johann Löhner, 1645–1705 Text and tune: Public
domain
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If you are visiting today or would like to update your information, please scan
the QR code on the right, with your phone, and fill out the online form.
SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE:
PASTOR: Rev. Aaron Mueller
PIANIST: Sarah Mueller
SOLOIST: Nathan Meitner
ALTAR GUILD: Sandra Weber, Karen Beining, Debbie Van Alstine.
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Ed Strauss, Clark Kleinhans, Dale Bramstedt, Keith Leistekow.
10:30 a.m. Tad Goedeke, Eric Eickhoff, Sam Eickhoff, Zach Marten.
Online giving options available
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a generous portion of all we have
received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the designated boxes in the narthex today. They
may also be mailed in, dropped off in the office, or given online.
OFFERINGS: 7/24 & 7/25 - $15,000 (NEEDED EACH WEEK $16,300). $4,815 GROWING
FORWARD. $200 FAITH FOR THE FUTURE. $15 IN MEMORY OF ARLINE HOPPE.
ATTENDANCE 7/24 & 7/25 8:00 A.M. – 167. 10:30 A.M. - 131. 6:30 P.M. – 48.

This Week at a Glance:
Date

Service, Bible Study, and Class Times
Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, July 31

9:15 a.m. Family Bible Hour in Gym
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Visitation for Pastor Heup
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Funeral Service to Follow
Monday, August 1

6:00 p.m. Monday Night Worship

Tuesday, August 2

7:00 p.m. Adult Open Gym

Wednesday, August 3
Saturday, August 6
Sunday, August 7

9:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Playdate
6:30 p.m. Council Meeting
Megan Marohn Wedding
Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
9:15 a.m. Family Bible Hour

1. SAVE THE DATE - St. Paul’s will celebrate its 160th anniversary on September 18th in both
Sunday services. We have lined up Rev. Tom Unke (our former pastor) to preach that day. There
will be a light breakfast served between services with historical displays. After the late service, we
will enjoy a meal and fellowship. More details to come!
2. Did You Know? 2022 marks the 160th anniversary of our St. Paul’s congregation! In
commemoration of this memorable milestone for our church, we will be sharing interesting facts
about our church’s history in each week’s bulletin until a special anniversary service in fall. St.
Paul’s Lutheran School opened in 1974 for Kindergarten - 5th grade students. That same year, the
Parent Teacher Friends was organized to foster positive relationships between school parents,
teachers, and members of the church at large. The PTF meets quarterly to discuss school matters and
find opportunities to get involved with our school ministry.
3. Sunday Bible Study - There’s a thrill to hand the keys of a car or home over to a new owner.
There’s an anguish to take them away from someone acting recklessly. Today’s lesson looks at the
way Christ asks us and our elders to handle God’s keys on behalf of the church. This study is for the
whole family. Join us in the sanctuary.
4. New Sunday Bible Study: Beginning August 7, we will look at portions of Acts to reflect on the
beginnings, struggles, purpose, and confidence Christian churches have under their ascended Lord
Jesus. We will consider the history of our synod and our congregation as we prepare to celebrate St.
Paul's 160th anniversary in September.
5. The office will be closed from August 1st-5th. The church staff is still working and if we are here,
feel free to stop by!
6. Thank you to those who helped on Thursday and Friday to
take down the playground equipment and store it!
7. Sunday Morning Child Care is offered in the preschool room
during Family Bible Hour. Since the summer Bible class is geared
for adults all the way down to about 3rd graders, children younger
than that can be brought to child care during that time.
8. Youth Night - A new fun event was launched from this year’s WELS International Youth Rally
called “WELS Youth Night”. This event is like a small Youth Rally, designed to get teens together
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9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
16.
17.

from a number of area churches to spend an evening together playing games, enjoying music and
God’s Word, sharing in small group discussions and just having fun and fellowship together. St.
Paul’s will be hosting this event on Saturday, October 22nd. There are posters around the building
with more details, and small informational sheets available in the member room or church office. If
you plan to attend, please register online at https://forms.gle/ASuDuxMjL9jgixRb8 - or scan the QR
Code on the poster. Contact Mike Leahy or Luther Curia for any questions.
A Joint Handbell Choir is being formed this fall with members of St. Paul's and Calvary,
Sheboygan. 7th graders through adults are welcome. Ringing experience is helpful but not
required. If you are interested, contact Jill Grzonka at 920-694-0881 or at jgrzonka@comcast.net.
St. Paul’s Church and School received information that we will receive a $50,000 grant from a
business for our building project when we break ground! A stipulation of the grant requires
anonymity. We thank Mike Leahy, Chad Marohn, and Jim Van Alstine for submitting paperwork for
this.
The MLHS “Sweet Corn Fest” is coming soon. The corn will be picked and ready for our
congregation sometime from August 6th through August 14th. Please watch the bulletin and/or
newsletter for the exact timing. To date, the MLHS Academic Voucher Committee has awarded
1689 vouchers to students in grades 5-8 that participate in the MLHS Academic Fair. Each voucher
is worth $100 of tuition to Manitowoc Lutheran High School. This program has been around for 14
years and much of the money raised has been through the “Sweet Corn Fest” each summer. Thanks
for your support in the past and we hope you make plans to participate in this great program.
Vacation Bible School at St. John-St. Peter Lutheran Church in Cleveland: Children age 3
through grade 8 are invited to attend a fun week of Bible lessons, crafts, music and games. Our
theme this year is Tree of Life: God's Promise of Salvation. Register online at
https://vbsmate.com/SJSP or contact the church at 920-693-8612 for more information. Dates:
August 8-12. Time: 9:00-11:30 am
Wanna Get Away? Pastor Mueller and Pastor Don Scheuerlein [Christ Alone, Mequon] are
leading a trip to Israel in January 2023. It’s a direct flight to Israel from Chicago. The dates are
January 10-19, 2023. See the itinerary here. It’s a trip that sees the highlights of where Jesus
ministered. We also see some old Roman areas of significance. Speak with Pastor Mueller for more
information. Deadline for registration is October. pastormueller@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
The St. Paul’s Car Show: will take place August 13 this summer. The Show will run from 9-2.
Besides all the awesome cars to take a look at, there will be a mingling magician from 10:00-12:00
(www.idealmagic52.com). Musician Andy Braun (www.andybraun.com) will perform favorites
from CCR, the Beatles, and other folk-rock favorites from 12:00-2:00. There will also be a bounce
house for the kids. We are looking at having various classes for cars and trucks and one for
motorcycles. Registration is now open online: https://forms.gle/VJ98kT4D7TCvxpWd7. There are
informational flyers in the narthex. Please share them with friends and family that may be
interested!
The next information class/member class will start in September. If you or someone you know
would like to participate, please speak with the pastors to register.
St. Paul’s History Committee will meet on Sunday, August 14th at 9:00 a.m. in the church library.
Tuesday night open gym basketball: We will return to the gym Tuesday Aug. 2 from 7-8:30.
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