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Today’s Worship Focus: We are so good at comparing ourselves to others! Who’s taller, stronger, better looking, richer,
or has a better job? I need to be on top. Today, the Lord shows us the importance of lowering ourselves as he teaches “Humility in
God’s Kingdom”.

Communion Preparation: Christian Questions to prepare our hearts for communion are found on pp. 295-296 in the
hymnal. Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy Sacrament. I believe that in the bread and wine you
give me your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins and nourish my faith through this precious meal. I long for the
comfort that comes with your promises; I yearn for the assurance of your faithful love. Bless me now as I receive you by faith. Amen.

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us

CW 767

Text: Eliza S. Alderson, 1818–1889, alt. Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–1887 Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Glory to God in the Highest

CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076

THE WORD
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to
follow the example of your Son in true humility, that we may withstand the
temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and minds avoid ungodly
pride; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated
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First Reading

Proverbs 25:6,7a
Rather than exalting yourself, let the king call you up into his presence.

6

Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence,
and do not claim a place among his great men;
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it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,”
than for him to humiliate you before his nobles.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Duet

A Living Prayer

In this world, I walk alone, with no place to call my home. But there's one
who holds my hand, the rugged road through barren lands.
The way is dark, the road is steep. But he's become my eyes to see. The
strength to climb, my griefs to bear, the Savior lives inside me there.
Refrain: In your love I find release, a haven from my unbelief. Take my life
and let me be a living prayer, my God, to thee.
In these trials of life I find another voice inside my mind. He comforts me
and bids me live inside the love the Father gives. Refrain

Second Reading

James 2:1–13

Do not show favoritism to the rich; rather, humbly love your neighbor as yourself.

My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must
not show favoritism. 2Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a
gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes
in. 3If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say,
“Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or
“Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4have you not discriminated among yourselves
and become judges with evil thoughts?
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Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are
poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom
he promised those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it
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not the rich who are exploiting you? Are they not the ones who are
dragging you into court? 7Are they not the ones who are blaspheming the
noble name of him to whom you belong?
If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor
as yourself,” you are doing right. 9But if you show favoritism, you sin and
are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10For whoever keeps the whole law
and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11For he who
said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If
you do not commit adultery but do commit murder, you have become a
lawbreaker.
8

Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives
freedom, 13because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who
has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Stand

Gospel Acclamation

Luke 14:11

Sung by Congregation

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076
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Gospel

Luke 14:1,7–14
Jesus teaches the righteous to humble themselves and to host those who can't return the favor.

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent
Pharisee, he was being carefully watched.
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When he noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table,
he told them this parable: 8“When someone invites you to a wedding feast,
do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you
may have been invited. 9If so, the host who invited both of you will come
and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will
have to take the least important place. 10But when you are invited, take the
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend,
move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all
the other guests. 11For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and
those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
7

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do
not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.
13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the
blind, 14and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will
be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

CW 766

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–1984, alt. Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 Text: © 1988 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076 Tune: Public domain

Sermon

James 2
What’s in Your Wallet?
A face taker * “A little” excuser * A freedom exhibitor

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
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maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
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bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my T body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance
of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out
for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Lamb of God

CW 202
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Tune: David Kauffman; William GokelmanTune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076

Be seated

Distribution
Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared

CW 667 sts. 1, 4–8

Text: tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.; Samuel Kinner, 1603–1668 Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt.Text and tune: Public domain

Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent
your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have
given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not
forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we
willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
Be seated

Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way

CW 737

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 Tune: The Whole Book of Psalmes, London, 1562 Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076 Tune: Public domain
Acknowledgments Setting Three from Christian Worship Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version ®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of
Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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If you are visiting today or would like to update your information, please scan
the QR code on the right, with your phone, and fill out the online form.
SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE:
PASTOR: Rev. Aaron Mueller
ORGANIST: Gillian Curia
MUSICIANS: Mary Athorp, Thomas Cameron, and Emma Sprenger
COMMUNION HELPERS: 8:00 A.M. – Ed Strauss, Don Last. 10:30 A.M. Erick Eickhoff, Todd Marten.
ALTAR GUILD: Ione Prange, Mary Ann Hahn, Lori Wehrmann.
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Tim Doro, Tom Damrow, Derrick Hermann, Scott Schomberg.
10:30 a.m. Kevin Mueller, Larry Schomberg, Nathan Ledvina.
6:00 p.m. – Dennis Sprenger, Trevor Meyer.
Online giving options available
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a generous portion of all we
have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the designated boxes in the
narthex today. They may also be mailed in, dropped off in the office, or given online.
OFFERINGS: 8/21 & 8/22 - $14,900 (NEEDED EACH WEEK $16,300). $1,447 GROWING
FORWARD. $500 FOR THE FAITH FOR THE FUTURE. $100 TO LOCAL YOUTH NIGHT.
ATTENDANCE 8/21 & 8/22 8:00 A.M. – 177. 10:30 A.M. - 123. 6:30 P.M. – 36.

In our prayers this week...
1. Norb Prange, celebrating his 96th birthday.
2. Our Growing Forward building project, breaking ground today!
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This Week at a Glance:
Date

Service, Bible Study, and Class Times
Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, August 28

9:15 a.m. Groundbreaking
NO BIBLE STUDY

Monday, August 29

6:00 p.m. Monday Night Worship

Tuesday, August 30

7:00 p.m. Adult Open Gym
5:00 p.m. Activities Committee
8:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Bible Study

Wednesday, August 31 9:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Music and Movement
6:30 p.m. Elders
Friday, September 2

No School - Office Closed
Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Sunday, September 4
9:15 a.m. Family Bible Hour

Monday, September 5

Labor Day
No School - Office Closed
6:00 p.m. Monday Night Worship

1. ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION - St. Paul’s will celebrate its 160th anniversary
on September 18th in both Sunday services. We have invited Rev. Tom Unke (our
former pastor) to preach that day. There will be a light breakfast served between
services with historical displays. Dick Stoelb will also give a brief presentation on the
history of St. Paul’s. After the late service, we will enjoy a pig roast catered by Three
Guys and a Grill. There is no cost for the meal, but a free-will offering will be
collected to defray the costs. We hope that everyone will be able to attend!
2. Did You Know? 2022 marks the 160th anniversary of our St. Paul’s congregation! In
commemoration of this memorable milestone for our church, we will be sharing
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interesting facts about our church’s history in each week’s bulletin until a special
anniversary service in fall. In 2003 St. Paul’s hosted its first Living Nativity. This
annual live-action retelling of the Savior’s birth reaches thousands of visitors each
year. There are hundreds of volunteers that dedicate their time and talent each
December to make the event a success. We thank God for blessing our Living
Nativity, as well as all other aspects of our Ministry.
3. Sunday Bible Study: Earlier this month we began a unit on Anniversary
Reflections…which we’ll resume in September. Today there is no Bible class due to
the groundbreaking.
4. Sunday Morning Child Care is not offered today, August 28, because all are invited
to the groundbreaking.
5. Office Hours - Now that school is back in session, the office hours are MondayFriday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.. Arrival, 8:00 a.m., and dismissal, 3:30 p.m., are the
busiest times during the day. Please try your best to avoid those times. Thank you! If
you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Radue: 565-3780 or
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org.
6. This Sunday we have our groundbreaking ceremony in between the services at the
end of the school building. Events begin at 9:15am. Come and praise God for this
incredible grace!
7. Financial Peace - According to a recent survey, 77% of Americans are anxious about
their financial situation. Chances are that includes you or someone you know. Our
Father in heaven will always provide for his children’s needs. After all, he did give us
what we needed most -- his Son! But he also asks us to manage our money and
possessions to his glory. On Tuesdays from 6:00-8:00 pm, starting September 6, we
will hold a “Financial Peace University”. This class offers a disciplined and intentional
program for tracking and planning our spending so that we can be wise with what God
provides. The cost of the program will quickly pay for itself. For more information
and to sign up, go to fpu.com/1152309 or speak with Pastor Bode.
8. World Religions Study - Join Staff Minister Luther Curia Tuesday evenings at 6:30
beginning September 6 as we examine the basic teachings of Christianity and compare
them to the teachings of other world religions. This course will establish basic patterns
that flow through all non-Christian religions. With this basic understanding as a
foundation, class members will focus on four non-Christian religions: Judaism, Islam,
Buddhism, and Hinduism. These four were chosen because of the greater likelihood of
class members meeting and having the opportunity to witness to people of these
religions. Application exercises are weighted with questions about the Jewish and
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Muslim religions as most North American Christians have the most contact with nonChristians from these religions.
9. Contented Parenting Bible Study - As a parent, do you ever wish you could just stop
worrying and fixating on things you can’t control? Jesus gave us the key, and it all has
to do with our focus. When our focus is on the world, worry is usually the result, but
when we focus on Christ . . . well, that changes everything. In the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus called us to seek his kingdom and his righteousness first. After that,
everything else falls into place. Join us as we learn of Contentment in Christ Thursday
evenings at 6:30 September 22-October 20. Contact Luther Curia with any questions:
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org; 920.287.8575.
10. Sunday School - The theme for Sunday School this year is “Built on the Rock”.
Classes begin on September 11 between services. For planning this wonderful
ministry, we appreciate parents registering their children by using the link on our
website, stpaulshowardsgrove.org. An informational pamphlet is printed in the
member room and available on our website as well.
11. Adult Choir Coming Soon! Do you have a love of singing and a love for your
Savior? If so, consider joining our St. Paul's Adult Choir! It is open to all high school
age students and up. We meet Monday nights from 7:00-8:00. Our first rehearsal will
be Monday, September 12. You don't have to have a solo voice or be able to read
notes like a pro! We'd love to have you! Childcare is available if needed (provided by
the Curia children). In order to help with music selections, please indicate ON THIS
FORM (https://tinyurl.com/5n8cvc9j) which voice part(s) you generally sing. If you
don't know, just think: Soprano (higher female voice), Alto (lower female voice),
Tenor (higher male voice), Bass (lower male voice). If you're still on the fence about
joining, don't worry about filling this out. Just show up! Contact Luther Curia if you
have any questions: 287-8575 or luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
12. Youth Confirmation Classes will began last week for the 7th & 8th graders in our
day school. They will begin September 7 for members entering 6 th, 7th, & 8th grades
who attend public school. These classes are designed to help young people grow in
Christ, prepare for communion, share their faith, and remain faithful even to the point
of death. We have almost 30 young people in these classes this year. Please pray for
them! Any questions may be directed to Pastor Bode.
13. Wednesday Morning Bible Class begins September 7th. People usually arrive
around 8:45am and we start just prior to 9:00. The study takes place in the commons.
We are studying the book of Acts this year.
14. Youth Night - A new fun event was launched from this year’s WELS International
Youth Rally called “WELS Youth Night”. This event is like a small Youth Rally,
designed to get teens together from a number of area churches to spend an evening
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together playing games, enjoying music and God’s Word, sharing in small group
discussions and just having fun and fellowship together. St. Paul’s will be hosting this
event on Saturday, October 22nd. There are posters around the building with more
details, and small informational sheets available in the member room or church office.
If you plan to attend, please register online at https://forms.gle/ASuDuxMjL9jgixRb8 or scan the QR Code on the poster. Contact Mike Leahy or Luther Curia for any
questions.
15. Hot Lunch Helpers: We are looking for volunteers to assist Kelly Wall in
preparing, serving, and cleaning up for hot lunch. The start time is 10:30 a.m. and ends
around 1:30 p.m.. Feel free to sign-up as little or as much as you would like! Did I
mention you get to eat for free? A CCB need was sent out to sign-up or you can
contact Mrs. Radue in the office. Thank you!
16. MLHS “Sweet Corn Fest” is here. Fresh sweet corn is available to pick up in the
shed across the parking lot after services and the groundbreaking. If you signed up
for corn, check off your name from the list. If you missed the sign up, no problem,
we picked a few more ears of corn. There will be a box next to the corn for your
donation. If you make out a check, make it payable to St. Paul’s and we will send one
check to Manitowoc Lutheran High School for the Academic Voucher program.
17. Wanna Get Away? Pastor Mueller and Pastor Don Scheuerlein [Christ
Alone, Mequon] are leading a trip to Israel in January 2023. It’s a direct flight to
Israel from Chicago. The dates are January 10-19, 2023. See the itinerary here. It’s a
trip that sees the highlights of where Jesus ministered. We also see some old Roman
areas of significance. Speak with Pastor Mueller for more information. Deadline for
registration is October. pastormueller@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
18. The next information class/member class will start on Tuesday September 13th.
If you or someone you know would like to participate, please speak with the pastors to
register. There are also golden tickets available to hand to someone and personally
invite them to this class! We have around ten people signed up so far!
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