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Today’s Worship Focus 
There are so many dangers that face young children. RSV, SIDS, cancer, and genetic conditions. And then 
there are monsters in every generation like King Herod, who would have little ones slaughtered to satisfy their 
own selfish ends. Yet today we hear how the Lord warned Joseph and had Jesus spared so that Jesus could 
redeem us. In him we receive adoption as God’s children and inherit eternal life. “The Lord Rescues His 
Children”. 

O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is CW 342 
Stand 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Confession  

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 
to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness. 

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

 



4 
 

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 
Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 
Salutation 
The Lord be with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed 
forth your praise not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is 
in conflict with your will that our lives may bear witness to the faith we 
profess with our lips; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 63:7–9 
The Lord rescued his children of Israel; he was distressed for them and sent his angel. 

7I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 
 the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
 according to all the LORD has done for us— 
yes, the many good things 
 he has done for Israel, 
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 according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8He said, “Surely they are my people, 
 children who will be true to me”; 
 and so he became their Savior. 
9In all their distress he too was distressed, 
 and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them 
 all the days of old. 

Great Are the Works of the LORD Psalm 2D 
Though the nations and kings plot against the LORD, he laughs and points to his Son, who will shatter them. 

 

 
Why do the nations / conspire  
   and the peoples / plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the LORD  
   and against his A- / nointed.    Refrain 

The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;  
   the Lord / scoffs at them. 
He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying, 
   “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.”   Refrain 
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I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree:  
   He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.” 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 
   and to the Holy / Spirit, 
as it was in the be- / ginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Second Reading Galatians 4:4–7 
Jesus was born at just the right time to make us God's children and heirs of heaven. 

 4But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those under the law, that we might 
receive adoption to sonship. 6Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you 
are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has 
made you also an heir. 

Verse of the Day Colossians 3:15a 
 Alleluia. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts. Alleluia. 

 
Stand 

The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 2. 

 

Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 
The Lord sent an angel to warn Joseph of Herod's attack so that Jesus would be rescued. 

 13When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to 
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Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to 
kill him.” 
 14So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, 15where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled 
what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my 
son.” 
 16When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 
furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 
who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had 
learned from the Magi. 17Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah 
was fulfilled: 

18“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
 weeping and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children 
 and refusing to be comforted, 
 because they are no more.” 

 19After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt 20and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land 
of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 
 21So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of 
Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a 
dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and he went and lived in a 
town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, 
that he would be called a Nazarene. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
        maker of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
        born of the Virgin Mary, 
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead.  
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  
    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy Christian Church, 
            the communion of saints,  
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body,  
        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Be seated 

Let All Together Praise Our God CW 355 

Sermon Matthew 2 
Follow the Word 

Passages we would have missed 
Passages that are hard to see 

Passages that don’t make sense 
Stand 

Create in Me a Clean Heart CW 942 

 



10 
 

 

 

 

 

Special Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

All My Heart Again Rejoices CW 329 
Stand 

Prayer 
Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the wisdom that 
comes from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from being freely 
proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, so that we may 
serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name as long as we live; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
Be seated 

Let Us All with Gladsome Voice CW 332 

If you are visiting today or would like to update your 
information, please scan the QR code on the right, 
with your phone, and fill out the online form.        

 

SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE: 
PASTOR: Rev. Steven Wall from St. John-St. Peter in Cleveland 
PIANIST: Sarah Mueller 
MUSICIAN: Sam Eickhoff 

A few things to note: 
 A call meeting for a 3K teacher will be held on Sunday, January 15th. 
 Offering Envelopes for 2023 are in your church mailboxes. 

 
 
 
 


