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Today’s Worship Focus: For two months out of the year, the city of Barrow, one of the northernmost cities in Alaska,
is completely dark. It is difficult for us to imagine living in complete darkness. But that is our natural spiritual condition.
That was how the people in Galilee were living: in darkness and the shadow of death. Yet Jesus came for them and went to
spend time among them. This has great importance for our life and for understanding Jesus’ ministry. Today, we look to
“Christ Revealed As The Light”.

OPENING HYMN The People Who in Darkness Walked | 381

Please stand.

O Lord, open my lips.

Hasten to save me, O God.
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Give glory to God, our light and our life.

VENITE: COME, OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD
Join the cantor in singing the refrains and verses.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray: Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom
and teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit that we
too may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and
proclaim liberty to the captive; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
Be seated.

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 8:19—9:4
If anyone does not speak according to God's Word, they have no light; but in Galilee,

the people walking in darkness would see a great light.
19 When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who

whisper and mu�er, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult
the dead on behalf of the living? 20 Consult God’s instruction and the
testimony of warning. If anyone does not speak according to this word, they
have no light of dawn. 21 Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the
land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking
upward, will curse their king and their God. 22 Then they will look toward
the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they
will be thrust into u�er darkness.

1 Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress.
In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in
the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea,
beyond the Jordan—

2 The people walking in darkness
have seen a great light;
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on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.

3 You have enlarged the nation
and increased their joy;

they rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest,

as warriors rejoice
when dividing the plunder.

4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat,
you have sha�ered

the yoke that burdens them,
the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY CW 825 sts. Ref–3
The LORD is my light and my salvation -- whom shall I fear?
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SECOND LESSON 1 John 2:3–11
The true light is already shining; anyone who loves their brother or sister lives in the light.

3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4

Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar,
and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for
God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know we are in him: 6

Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.
7 Dear friends, I am not writing you a new command but an old one,

which you have had since the beginning. This old command is the message
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you have heard. 8 et I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in
him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already
shining.

9 Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is
still in the darkness. 10 Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the
light, and there is nothing in them to make them stumble. 11 But anyone who
hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks around in the
darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness
has blinded them.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SOLO Heaven Has Come to Us
Unto us, from on high, reaching down into the deepest night. To the world
hope has come. In the dark the Light of Life has dawned.
Refrain: What a myst’ry, oh what love. Oh how can it be that heaven has
come to us.
Unto us, meek and mild, God eternal born a helpless child. Set aside
heaven’s throne, veiled in weakness came unto his own. Refrain
Unto us, grace has come here to seek and bring the sinner home. Lived to
die, rose to reign, Son of Man, the Lamb for sinners slain. Refrain
Please stand.

GOSPEL Ma�hew 4:12–23
As Jesus preached in Galilee, he fulfilled the prophecy of a great light dawning on those in the shadow of death.

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to
Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was
by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said
through the prophet Isaiah:

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—

16 the people living in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death
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a light has dawned.”
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of

heaven has come near.”
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,

Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the
lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will
send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed
him.

21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father
Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they
left the boat and their father and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and
sickness among the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY O Christ, Our True and Only Light | 904
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SERMON Ma�hew 4
Jesus, Shine On Our Land!

Preaching among us - Partnering with us
Please stand.

TE DEUM Holy God, We Praise Your Name | 953
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Be seated.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND LORD’S PRAYER
Father in heaven, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus, to bring peace and hope
to our fallen world. Already in eternity you planned to overturn the tyranny of
Satan and the ravages of sin and you kept your promises to restore the
perfection of paradise.
Lead us to cherish your great mercy and hold to it as our priceless treasure.

Lord Jesus, Lamb of God, we praise and adore you for offering your perfect
life and innocent death to redeem the world from death and hell. You
proclaimed the good news that sins are forgiven and life with God is restored
and you called your followers to share the gospel with all people.
Make us bold and confident to be witnesses to family and friends we know
and love.
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Holy Spirit, Lord, and giver of life, through Word and sacrament you create
and strengthen faith that trusts the promise of the Father and the work of his
Son. You break down the barriers of resistance and rejection and bring the lost
into the family of God.
Empower and encourage us to speak about Jesus to neighbors and
acquaintances.

Special intercessions

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, move us by your great love to enter the mission
fields near our homes and neighborhoods. Help us always to be prepared to
give an answer to everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that
we have.
Guide us, strengthen us, and bless us as we share the love of Jesus. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR GRACE
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought
us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that
this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we
do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord.

Let us praise the Lord.
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The Lord bless and keep you.

The Lord’s face ever shine upon you.

The Lord grant you peace for all your days.

CLOSING HYMN I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light | 713
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If you are visiting today or would like to update your information,
please scan the QR code on the right, with your phone, and fill out

the online form.

SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE:
PASTOR: Rev. Adam Bode
PIANIST: Gillian Curia
SOLOIST: Brylee Schuenemann
ALTAR GUILD: Bonnie Baumann, Karen Beining, Sandy Weber.
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Allen Kraemer, Trevor Athorp, Ray Price, Dan Goetsch, James Bilgo.
10:30 a.m. Alan Kuether, Terry Roehrborn, Jeremy Nesemann, Aidan Dailey.
Online giving options available
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a generous

portion of all we have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of
the designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in, dropped off in the office,
or given online.

OFFERINGS: 1/22 & 1/23 -  $19,970 (NEEDED EACH WEEK $16,700). $2,325 GROWING FORWARD.
$500 SCHOOL TUITION ASSISTANCE.

ATTENDANCE 1/22 & 1/23  8:00 A.M. – 255. 10:30 A.M. – 132. 6:30 P.M.  – 29.
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This Week at a Glance:

Date Service, Bible Study, and Class Times

Sunday, January 29
Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

9:15 - 10:15 a.m. Family Bible Hour

Monday, January 30
6:00 p.m. Monday Night Worship

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice

Tuesday, January 31
6:00 p.m. BIC

6:30 p.m. Jesus the Messiah Bible
Study

Wednesday, February 1

8:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Bible Study

9:00 a.m. Bible Study

9:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Music &
Movement

4:15 p.m. Public School Catechism

6:30 p.m. Church Council

Thursday, February 2 7:00 p.m. Dartball

Saturday, February 4 Board/Commi�ee Orientation

Sunday, February 5
Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

9:15 - 10:15 a.m. Family Bible Hour
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1. Sunday Bible Study: Racism has been a contentious issue in our country
in recent years. We’ve already been through the Civil War and the Civil
Rights Movement. What are the current concerns? What does God’s
Word say? Sunday morning Bible study this weekend concludes our
series on the Lutheran Church’s Response to Racism.

2. Men’s Crafts-Men Bible Study - Thursday, February 9 @ 6:30 p.m. We’ll
continue our study on the life of David, this time focusing on the
blessing of his friendship with Jonathan. Snacks will be provided. Bring
along a beverage of choice.

3. Tuesday Evening Bible Study: Staff Minister Luther Curia will begin a
study entitled “Jesus the Messiah”. We will look at a chronological,
Christ-centered journey through the storyline of Scripture. Each week,
participants will encounter God’s plan of redemption in Scripture
through study of the biblical narrative, the essential doctrines of faith,
and the call to join in God’s mission locally and around the world. The
study will cover Jesus coming into the world (Luke), Jesus beginning his
Ministry (Gospels), and Jesus among the people (Gospels). Join us
Tuesday nights at 6:30 p.m. The study will run through 4/4; come when
you can!

4. Marriage Retreat: Staff Minister Luther Curia is hosting another marriage
enrichment retreat March 10-11. This year, in order to make it more of a
getaway, the retreat will be held at the beautiful Crowne Plaza hotel in
South Milwaukee. Have you heard someone say, "Marriage shouldn't be
this hard." Who says so? An aspiring pro baseball player would never
say, "Hi�ing a fastball shouldn't be so hard!" An aspiring novelist
wouldn't say, "It shouldn't be so hard to create compelling characters." So
why is marriage so hard? Here's God's own answer: "Marriage is a
profound mystery." In Ephesians 5:32 Paul calls marriage literally a
"mega-mystery". The word "mystery" seems to imply that it can't be
solved, but there is an answer and it's entirely possible to know it. Flyers
with event details and registration forms can be found in the member
room. You can also register online at shorturl.at/htHX7. Feel free to
contact Luther Curia with any questions:
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org.
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5. Bible Information Class beginning is January 31 at 6pm. This course is
our path to membership at St. Paul’s or a great refresher of your
catechism training. The class is only 9 weeks and each session runs two
hours. Please register by contacting Pastor Mueller.

6. Youth Group Bible Study -  In February we will start up a new Youth
Group Bible study on Sundays during Family Bible Hour. This 4-week
study will examine Paul’s le�er to the Christians in Thessalonica and use
it as a guide for this new year on how we can improve our relationships
with our friends & family and strengthen our faith and future with
Christ. This will start on Sunday 2/5.

7. The Apostle Paul’s first missionary journey was to the area of Galatia.
Encouraging those new congregations in the central teachings of the faith
was vital. These things are still vital. Starting February 16th (Thursday
evenings at 6:30) join an evening study of the book of Galatians. You’ll
grow as we keep in step with the Spirit and stand firm in the freedom
Christ won for us! Register with Pastor Mueller.

8. Pastor Bode has received a call to serve as associate pastor at Water of
Life in Racine and Caledonia, WI. This congregation has two campuses
and helps operate a school that is on multiple campuses as well. Pastor
Bode is being asked to focus especially on inreach, helping members
reconnect to worship and congregational involvement. He welcomes
your prayers and input in the coming weeks.

9. Principal Chad Marohn has accepted his call to be the principal of
Cornerstone Lutheran High School in Eau Claire, WI. He will finish the
semester here and transition in mid summer. We wish the Marohns God’s
blessings as they prepare for their new endeavor in the Lord.

10. 3K teacher call -- On January 15, St. Paul’s called Miss Amanda
Ehrenberg to serve as our full-time 3K teacher. Miss Ehrenberg currently
serves as preschool teacher and early childhood director at St. Paul in
South Haven, MI. Please keep Miss Ehrenberg in your prayers as she
begins her deliberation process.  You are free to reach out to her via email
with words of encouragement - stpaulpreschoolsouthhaven@gmail.com
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11. Capital Campaign Update: As the final building costs become more
clear, we could have a potential mortgage around $3.1M which is about
$500,000 higher than originally planned.  There are still on-going
activities to reduce the mortgage, but any additional gifts or pledges will
help offset the amount of the mortgage. A generous donor at St. Paul’s
will match $.50 on the dollar up to $65,000. If pledges and gifts are given
(above and beyond already pledged amounts) up to $130,000, we will
maximize this gift! (Each dollar gifted then is worth $1.50.)

12. Lenten Meals - Thank you to everyone that has signed up to make a
meal for this upcoming Lenten season! We are looking for ONE more
group to make a meal. Please contact the office to sign-up.

13. March WELS Youth Night -  St. Paul’s will be hosting another WELS
Youth Night event on Saturday March 25th. Like the event we held in
October, this will be a fun evening for teens from all around the area to
get together for an evening of fun, food, games and study in God’s Word.
Signup is open now for this event, please register if you plan to a�end.
We’d love for you to bring some friends along! This is the link to register:
h�ps://forms.gle/nFZihV5bAVAHL4t16 or scan the QR code on the
posters around the building. These events are made free to all the teens
a�ending, and we have a fairly limited budget, so if anyone is interested
in helping support the event financially, please contact Mike Leahy.

14. Our new congregational leaders were elected at the voters’ meeting
last Sunday. The results are the following:

Congregation President: Eric Eickhoff
Congregation Vice President (one-year) Todd Marten
Trustees: Tim Doro, Jim Weichmann
School Board: Zach Theobald
Financial Secretary: Kevin Mueller
Elders: Will Beli�, Tim Klapperich

Induction for all current and new leaders will take place in both Sunday
services on February 5th. There is also an orientation for members of all
boards/commi�ees on Saturday February 4th at 8:00 am.
Thank you to all our outgoing board/commi�ee members. God has
blessed the ministry here through you!
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15. Building Project Update - More steel has been erected!
16. Prayers for China - 1.3 billion people in China are not Christians.

During the 15 days of the Chinese New Year and Spring Festival from
January 22 - February 5, 316NOW, a ministry of WELS and ELS
Christians, invites us to pray for mission work there. More information
and prayer suggestions are available at 316NOW.org/15-days-of-prayer.
Ephesians 6:18 “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests.”

17. PTF Pizza Fundraiser - The students of St. Paul's are once again selling
delicious homemade pizzas! Pizzas may be purchased from any
participating student between now and February 6th. Or, pick up an
order form from the member room and return it to the office with
payment by the Monday the 6th. Pizzas will be made and ready for
pickup at the school on Saturday, February 18th. Contact Katie Meyer
with any questions: katieb82@hotmail.com

18. Pickleball, y'all! Now's your chance! Young adults, old adults, and
everyone in between! It's a really big DILL! Join us every Wednesday
night starting on January 11th at 6:30 p.m. for indoor fun and fellowship!
No experience required! We'll teach you the rules. Extra pickleball
paddles will be available for use! Any questions, please contact Nathan or
Molly Meitner at (608)-498-7605 or
molly.meitner@stpaulshowardsgrove.org.
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