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This Week’s Focus: What greater sadness can there be than the death of a loved one? We all 
experience it at some point in our time here. It was enough to bring God himself to tears. But when Jesus went 
to visit Mary and Martha, he not only showed support for a grieving family. He also taught them where to 
turn, whom to trust, and what great power he had. The Resurrection and the Life comes to us today also in 
Word and Meal. “Jesus Gives Life to the Dead.” 

Communion Preparation: Christian Questions to prepare our hearts for communion are found on 
pp. 295-296 in the hymnal. Prayers for worship and Communion are found on the inside cover of the hymnals. 

Come, O Come, Life-Giving Spirit CW 588 

 

 

 

 

Stand 

The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 
penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 
forgive us. 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I 
have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 
is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 
both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 
my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 
be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son T and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

PRAYER AND PRAISE LORD, HAVE MERCY 
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 
gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 
for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear 
our prayer, O Christ.  

 
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 
here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  

 
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 
us in your tender care:  
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The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your 
will and bore the cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and 
death, we may receive the forgiveness of sins, victory over the grave, and finally 
inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
Be Seated 

THE WORD 
First Lesson 2 Kings 4:17–37 

The LORD mercifully raised the Shunnamite woman's son to life. 
 17But the woman became pregnant, and the next year about that same time she 
gave birth to a son, just as Elisha had told her. 
 18The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the 
reapers. 19He said to his father, “My head! My head!” 
 His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20After the servant had 
lifted him up and carried him to his mother, the boy sat on her lap until noon, and 
then he died. 21She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut 
the door and went out. 
 22She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a 
donkey so I can go to the man of God quickly and return.” 
 23“Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.” 
 “That’s all right,” she said. 
 24She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down 
for me unless I tell you.” 25So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount 
Carmel. 
 When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, 
“Look! There’s the Shunammite! 26Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? 
Is your husband all right? Is your child all right?’” 
 “Everything is all right,” she said. 
 27When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. 
Gehazi came over to push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! 
She is in bitter distress, but the LORD has hidden it from me and has not told me 
why.” 
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 28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my 
hopes’?” 
 29Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your 
hand and run. Don’t greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not 
answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.” 
 30But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will 
not leave you.” So he got up and followed her. 
 31Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no 
sound or response. So Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy 
has not awakened.” 
 32When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 
33He went in, shut the door on the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 34Then he 
got on the bed and lay on the boy, mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. 
As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s body grew warm. 35Elisha turned 
away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed and 
stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his 
eyes. 
 36Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When 
she came, he said, “Take your son.” 37She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the 
ground. Then she took her son and went out. 

SECOND LESSON Romans 8:11–19 
The Lord by his Spirit will give life to our mortal bodies; therefore, we live and are led by the Spirit. 

 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because 
of his Spirit who lives in you. 
 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the 
flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 
but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit 
you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the 
Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs 
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in 
his glory. 
 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 
children of God to be revealed. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  

 

 

 

 

Stand 

GOSPEL John 11:17–27,38–45 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life, who raised Lazarus from the dead so that the people would believe the Father sent him. 

 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 
days. 18Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many Jews 
had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary 
stayed at home. 
 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 
me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?” 
 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
who is to come into the world.” 
 38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone 
laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said. 
 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad 
odor, for he has been there four days.” 
 40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of 
God?” 
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 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for 
the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 
around his face. 
 Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

Be Seated 

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart CW 817 
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SERMON Romans 8 
Rise Above It 

The dead * The flesh * The disbelief 
Stand 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
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        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH and LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

THE SACRAMENT 
The Lord be with you.  

 

Lift up your hearts.  
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 

Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. Now 
have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 
this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  

 

 

 

 

 

Be Seated 
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DISTRIBUTION 

Your Body, Given for Me, O Savior CW 671 

 

 

 

 

 

Stand 
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THANK THE LORD  

 

 

 

 

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you 
here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of 
your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his 
true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a 
new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 
Serve the Lord with gladness.  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

Be Seated 
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I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name CW 846 sts. 1, 3–4 
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If you are visiting us today or would like to update your information, 
please scan the QR code to fill out our form. 
 
 

SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE: 
PASTOR: Rev. Aaron Mueller 
ORGANIST: Susan Phelps 
COMMUNION HELPERS: 8:00a.m.–Steve Schueler, Ed Strauss. 10:30 a.m.–Eric Vant Hul, Eric Eickhoff. 
ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Nack, Lisa Specht, Lori Wehrmann. 
USHERS: 8:00a.m.- Peter Hahn, Ray Nasgovitz, Paul Nasgovitz, Dan Keuther 
10:30a.m.-Dennis Eirich, Wally Gierach, Bill Mass, Aaron Mass, Dan Stange. 6:00 p.m.–Eric Vant Hul 
Online giving options available 
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a generous portion of all 
we have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the designated boxes in 
the narthex today. They may also be mailed in, dropped off in the office, or given online.  
OFFERINGS: 3/19 & 3/20 - $22,800 (NEEDED EACH WEEK $16,700). $6,050 GROWING 
FORWARD. $250 TO FAITH FOR THE FUTURE FUND. 
ATTENDANCE: 3/19 & 3/20 - 8:00 A.M. – 305. 10:30 A.M. – 187. 6:30 P.M.  – 32.  MIDWEEK SERVICE 
3/22 – 196. 
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This Week at a Glance:  

Date Service, Bible Study, and Class Times 

Sunday, March 26 

Grades 5-8 Sing @ St. John’s-St. Peter in Cleveland 
Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

9:15 - 10:15 a.m. Family Bible Hour 

Monday, March 27 

4:30 p.m. Trustees 

6:00 p.m. Monday Night Worship 

7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

Tuesday, March 28 
6:00 p.m. BIC 

6:30 p.m. Jesus the Messiah Bible Study 

Wednesday, March 29 

8:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. Mindful Moms Music & Movement 

4:15 p.m. Public School Catechism 

5:00-6:00 p.m. Lenten Supper 

6:30 p.m. Midweek Lent Worship 

7:30 p.m. Elders 

Thursday, March 30 6:30 p.m. St. Paul’s Forensics 

Sunday, April 2 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday School Sings in Both Services 

Worship Services: 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

9:15 - 10:15 a.m. Family Bible Hour 
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Grow with Christ 
Bible Studies, Worship, and more! 

1. Sunday Bible Study: We continue our study of 
roles and look at how they function for the 
good of the church. Join us in the gym at 9:25. 

2. Tuesday Evening Bible Study: We continue a 
study entitled “Jesus the Messiah”. We will look 
at a chronological, Christ-centered journey 
through the storyline of Scripture. Join us 
Tuesday nights at 6:30pm The study will run 
through 4/4; come when you can! 

3. Lent - Our Wednesday Lenten series this year 
is His Final Steps. We consider the significance of various people and places along 
Jesus’ path to the cross. Before each of these 6:30 Wednesday evening worship 
services, there will be a dinner served from 5:00-6:00 pm by various volunteer 
groups. A freewill offering will be gathered to defray the cost of the food and 
supplement various areas of our ministry. The following are the meals planned 
for each Wednesday: 

3/29 - Tacos (Adult Choir) 
A special thank you to these groups for volunteering to prepare a delicious meal!  

4. April Communion Schedule - Due to scheduling issues related to the Easter 
services, Holy Communion will be offered at services on April 6 (Maundy Thursday), 
April 16-17 (third weekend), and April 30-May 1 (fifth weekend). 

5. LWMS National Convention will be held June 22-25 in LaCrosse, Wisconsin.  The 
theme for the 60th annual convention is “Peace Like a River.” Information on the 
mission speakers and workshops will be found on the LWMS. Registration forms 
are available online.  Early bird discount is offered through April 1, 2023.   

Call Updates 
1. Principal & Early Childhood Director Calls- On March 15 we 

extended a call to Michael Wieting to be our principal and 7-8th 
grades teacher. We also called his wife Melissa Wieting to be our 
3K teacher and ECE director. They are pictured at right.  

2. 4K Teacher - On March 8, Mrs. Emily Panzer accepted our 
call to teach 4K starting next year. She is an MLC graduate and currently 
teaches in the Kiel public school. Her husband, Noah, teaches at Trinity 
Lutheran School in Kiel. We look forward to having Emily serving among us 
with God’s Word next year! Emily is pictured on the left.  

 



19 
 

In Other News 
1. Special Voters Meeting – On Sunday March 12th, we held a special voters meeting 

after late service to review a proposed cost addition to the building project. This 
proposal, which was reviewed by the building committee and Church Council, laid 
out a complete technology plan for the audio / visual needs of the new building, as 
well as some important improvements to the existing building. The voters 
approved this proposal. For further information regarding this please speak with 
Mike Leahy, Dan Rehbein, or Nathan Kracht.  

2. Capital Campaign Update from Corey Schroeder: The Lord continues to bless St. 
Paul’s. Since the matching gift was announced in December, an additional $70,520 
has been given or pledged, which has a total impact to the campaign of $105,780. 
Additionally, we have received the Antioch Foundation (Kwik Trip) grant for 
$25,000 which has also been applied towards the matching fund. As a reminder, 
please be sure to indicate “matching gift” with any new gifts or pledges. We have 
much to be thankful for indeed. With the Lord’s continued blessings, these and 
other on-going activities will help to reduce the potential mortgage from $3.1M to 
the planned $2.6M. Thank you for your continued prayers and support! [3/15] 

3. Window Washers Needed - We have a few openings for window washing this 
year. Please contact the office if you are willing to sign-up. Please direct all other 
questions to John Marten, 920-360-2375. 

4. WELS Night at The Brewers is on for 2023! Save the date and plan to join 
thousands of WELS members for an evening at the ballpark on Friday, July 7 to 
watch the Brewers take on the Reds. Tickets are discounted up to 50% and are 
reserved all together in a block. NEW FOR 2023 - Each church that purchases a 
group of 20 or more tickets will enter a drawing to qualify for the opportunity to 
have a member from their congregation represent WELS Night by throwing out a 
first pitch prior to the game! Please contact our office to purchase the group tickets 
so we can qualify for the drawing, to be seated together, and save on service fees. 
There is a flier with more information on the bulletin board in the commons. 

5. Take a trip to Greece in the footsteps of the Apostle Paul! The trip is right after 
Easter next year, from April 1-10, 2024.  We will see Athens, Thessalonica, Philippi, 
Corinth, and a three day Mediterranean cruise that will visit Patmos (where John 
wrote Revelation), Ephesus, and more. Contact Pastor Mueller for info! 

6. Easter Egg Hunt: The Activities committee is hosting another Easter Egg Hunt 
this year! Date: Saturday, April 8 Schedule: 9:30 arrival & Easter Egg Hunt (ages 
1-8); 10:00 Activities/Scavenger Hunt (ages 9-13)/Pictures. The younger children 
will search for Easter eggs around St. Paul’s property. The older children will 
answer trivia questions in order to earn a prize. There will also be snacks, coloring 
pages, activities, and a photo opportunity with the Easter Bunny. If the weather is 
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bad, the younger kids will do their hunt in the gym. Register by March 29 to help 
the committee plan for the event: https://forms.gle/PdYVyQoQgVyqUmKz8. There 
is also a paper signup in the coatroom. Contact Luther Curia with any questions: 
luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org; 920.287.8575 

7. Help Name Some Rooms! We have two rooms in the new facility we would like to 
name (other than the generic names on the blueprints). The two rooms are the 
entryway (also currently called the gathering area) and the new meeting 
room/multi-purpose room. The reason for naming this is that we can’t have two 
commons areas or three entryways into the building (narthex, current school 
entry and new school entry). It’s also for clarity for announcements and print 
materials to let someone know where to meet. Some suggestions might be for the 
meeting space: the garden, the shepherd room, the grove. A suggestion for the entry 
is: Eden or …? We will sift your suggestions down to the top five for each and have 
the congregation vote on the best one. Please send your suggestions to 
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org. No last names please! 

8. St. Paul’s History Committee will meet on Sunday, April 30th at 9:10 a. m. in the 
library. We will discuss the collecting of items for the cornerstone in the new 
building. Also, a possible display for St. Paul’s Ladies Aid 100th Anniversary. 

9. Grant Update: We have known for some time that Bitter Neumann was willing to 
donate all the appliances for the building project. Now that those appliances have 
been selected, that amount comes to $15,000! That alone was very generous! 
What we didn’t know is that Bitter Neumann was also willing to donate the 
furniture for the entryway/gathering area. Those pieces have also been recently 
selected. That cost comes to $10,000! We praise God for blessing the project and 
thank Bitter Neumann for the donation(s)! 


