
 

 
 



 

 

AARON T. MUELLER, PASTOR 
pastormueller@stpaulshowardsgrove.org 
920.207.2316 (cell) 
 
ADAM BODE, PASTOR 
pastorbode@stpaulshowardsgrove.org 
920.224.2961 (cell) 
 
CHAD MAROHN, PRINCIPAL 
chad.marohn@stpaulshowardsgrove.org 
414.323.1915 (cell) 
 
MARILYN EIRICH, SECRETARY 
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org 
920.565.3780 (church) 
920.782.0208 (cell) 
 
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL  
LUTHERAN CHURCH 
441 Millersville Ave. 
Howards Grove, WI 53083 
920.565.3780 
www.stpaulshowardsgrove.org 
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a 
Congregation in the Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
We want to extend a warm welcome to everyone         

attending this worship service! Especially to you who are         
guests and visitors, WELCOME! 

We at St. Paul’s Lutheran share a common belief in Jesus           
as our Savior from sin and as the Lord of our lives. Our faith              
is based on God’s Word, revealed in the Bible. We want to            
share God’s Word with as many people as possible because          
we know that Jesus lived, died and rose from death to save            
us and all people. We’re happy to have the opportunity to           
share the saving truths of the Bible with you! 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Returning for worship: As things continue to open up from          
the pandemic closures, we are following Sheboygan County’s        
guidelines for capacity and distancing. Door handles and        
pew backs are cleaned prior to each service. Hand sanitizer is           
available in the narthex. Bathrooms will be available. All         
responses and songs are printed in your bulletin, which         
should be taken with you or discarded after worship.         
Offerings may be placed in the designated boxes in the          
narthex.  
Communion this month will be offered in worship on the          
2nd and 4th weekends. Members who are not yet         
comfortable returning to worship with the pandemic may        
schedule a communion appointment with a pastor. Please        
refer to the weekly announcements for more on this. 
DVDs: There will be a small number of DVDs of this           
weekend’s worship service available to be picked up from         
the office. They will be ready by Monday afternoon. In order           
to ensure cleanliness, you do not need to return a DVD.           
Please consider a small monetary donation ($2) to cover the          
cost of the DVD if you take one. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (The WELS) and was founded in 
1862. We have our Lutheran elementary school (pre K-grade 8) 
on site and are part of a federation of churches to support our 

own high school, Manitowoc Lutheran High School. 
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THE COMMON SERVICE 
Today’s Worship Focus: The Christian is planted by the Word and produces fruit. This              
Sunday is summarized in the Prayer of the Day which thanks God for the implanting of the                 
Word and asks for the Spirit’s help in producing fruits of faith. 

 

WELCOME 

HYMN Speak, O Lord | 735 v. 1, 3 
1 Speak, O Lord, as we come to you 

To receive the food of your holy word. 
Take your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 

3 Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time, 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on your promises; 
And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, ’til your church is built 
And the earth is filled with your glory. 

Please stand.  
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INVOCATION 
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that 
I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 
what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 
a sinner. 

LORD HAVE MERCY 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant 
of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 
the Father and of the Son ☩ and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

GLORY BE TO GOD set to “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
All glory be to God on high! 
Your name, O Lord, we glorify; 
We praise you for your peace and grace, 
Your favor toward our fallen race. 

[10:30 SERVICE] Baptism Affirmation of Joshua Dais 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: The Lord be with you. 

 
M: Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of 

your Word. By your Holy Spirit help us receive it with joy, live 
according to it, and grow into the full maturity of Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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Be seated. 

THE WORD 
LESSON Romans 8:18-25 

Since we have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we wait patiently to be set free from our bondage to decay.  
18 For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth 

comparing with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 In fact, 
creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 

For creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in the hope 21 that even creation itself will be set 
free from slavery to corruption, in order to share in the glorious freedom of 
the children of God. 

22 For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up 
to the present time. 23 And not only creation, but also we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we eagerly await our 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24 Indeed, it was for this hope 
we were saved. But hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for 
what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for something we do not see, we 
eagerly wait for it with patient endurance. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Deuteronomy 30:14 
M: Alleluia. The Word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart so you may obey it. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand. 
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M: The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 13. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
Jesus' parable of the Sower and Seed explains the dangers and fruitfulness in kingdom work. 

1 That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2 A large 
crowd gathered around him. So he stepped into a boat and sat down, while 
all the people stood on the shore. 3 He told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen, a sower went out to sow. 4 As he sowed, some seed fell 
along the path, and the birds came and ate it. 5 Other seed fell on rocky 
ground, where it did not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, 
because the soil was not deep. 6 But when the sun rose, the seed was 
scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among 
thorns. The thorns grew up and choked it. 8 But some seed fell on good 
ground and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and 
some thirty times more than was sown. 9 Whoever has ears to hear, let him 
hear. 

18 “So listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears 
the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the Evil One comes 
and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the seed that 
was sown along the path. 20 The seed that was sown on rocky ground is the 
person who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he is 
not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecution comes 
because of the word, he immediately falls away. 22 The seed that was sown 
among the thorns is the one who hears the word, but the worry of this 
world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it produces no 
fruit. 23 But the seed that was sown on the good ground is the one who 
continues to hear and understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce 
fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times more than was 
sown.” 
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 M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped  

and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

8 
 



 
Be seated. 
HYMN OF THE DAY Be Still My Soul | 415 v. 1, 2, 4 

1 Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side; 
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain; 
Leave to your God to order and provide; 
In ev'ry change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav'nly friend 
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2 Be still, my soul; your God will undertake 
To guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence, let nothing shake; 
All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know 
His voice who ruled them while he lived below. 

4 Be still, my soul; the hour is hast'ning on 
When we shall be forever with the Lord, 
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, 
Sorrow forgot, love's purest joys restored. 
Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past, 
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last. 

 
SERMON Romans 8:18-25 

Longing 
With creation * With complaint * With conviction 

OFFERING Online giving options available 
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, 
we bring to him a generous portion of all we have received from 
him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the 
designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in, 
dropped off during scheduled office hours, or given online. 

Please stand. 
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SPECIAL PRAYERS AND LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 
Be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN On What Has Now Been Sown | 322 v. 1, 3 

1 On what has now been sown 
Your blessing, Lord, bestow; 
The pow'r is yours alone 
To make it spring and grow. 
O Lord, in grace the harvest raise 
And you alone shall have the praise! 

3 Oh, grant that each of us 
Now met before you here 
May meet together thus 
When you and yours appear 
And follow you to heav'n, our home. 
E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 
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PASTOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please stand. 

THE SACRAMENT 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 

when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: “Take and eat. This is my ☩ body, which is given for you. Do 
this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it all of you; this is my ☩ blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Be seated. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: St. Paul’s invites up to Communion instructed           
and confirmed members of this congregation and the Wisconsin Synod (WELS). If you are              
visiting us and are not a member of either, we would love to have you join us - just after we                     
have established a shared faith in Jesus with you on the basis of God’s Word. Please speak with                  
one of our pastors after the service so we can make this happen. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
Members are free to depart after receiving the Sacrament.  

SPECIAL MUSIC COPYRIGHT INFORMATION 
THE COMMON SERVICE: 
Contributors: Northwestern Publishing House & Jame E. Engel, © 1993 Northwestern 
Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722076. All rights 
reserved. 
HYMNS:  
Words: Public domain. 

SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE: 
PASTOR: Rev. Aaron Mueller 
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Adam Bode 
ACCOMPANIST: Susan Phelps 
MUSICIANS: Rev. Adam Bode and Natalie Rehbein 
ALTAR GUILD: Karen Beining, Debbie Van Alstine, and Sandra Weber 
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.-Ed Strauss, Gabe Leistekow, Dale Bramstedt, Keith Leistekow, Kurt Mattek; 
10:30 a.m.- Tad Goedeke, Eric Eickhoff, Sam Eickhoff; 6:00 p.m.-Kurt Mattek, Bob Johnson.  
OFFERING: 7/5 & 7/6 - $9,763. (WEEKLY BUDGET GOAL: $15,700.) $200 - FAITH FOR THE 
FUTURE 
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