HYMN

O Come, All Ye Faithful | 354 vv. 1-3

ALL:
Oh, come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
Oh, come, ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold him, born the King of angels!
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
Children:
God from true God, and Light from Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, to earth he comes,
Only bego en Son of God the Father.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
Please stand for the ﬁnal stanza.

ALL:
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above.
Glory to God, All glory in the highest.
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!
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INVOCATION
M: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

RESPONSIVE READING FROM PSALM 24
M: Lift up your heads, you gates;
Children: be lifted up, you ancient doors,
C: that the King of glory may come in.
M: Who is this King of glory?
Children: The LORD strong and mighty,
C: the LORD mighty in ba le.
M: Lift up your heads, you gates;
Children: lift them up, you ancient doors,
C: that the King of glory may come in.
M: Who is he, this King of glory?
All: The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory.
Be seated.

INTRODUCTION
Megan Schuenemann:
Have you ever had a person tell you that someone is coming to visit, but
doesn’t reveal the visitor’s name? Instead, you’re given descriptions or clues
to the visitor’s identity. As long as the identity is unknown, one question is
foremost in mind: Who is he or she? We will look at some of the
descriptions, or clues, God gave to his people about a man who was to come
into the world. His identity is important to us too. So we also ask, “Who is
he?”
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Ruth Davis:
In Genesis chapter 1 we read, “God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day
(Genesis 1:31).”
Trinity Curia:
God created a perfect world for humankind. And he put the crown of his
creation—humans—in the Garden of Eden, where he had placed the Tree of
Life. When they ate from this tree, it gave them eternal life. God intended
for them to live in his perfect creation forever. But God also placed another
named tree in the garden, and with it came a command.
Paschal Curia:
The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it
and take care of it. And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free
to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly
die” (Genesis 2:15-17).
Brooke Heilmann:
For a time, Adam and Eve obeyed this command. However, the devil came
and led Adam and Eve into sin by enticing them to eat from the forbidden
tree.
Braden Sixel:
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals
the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You
must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent,
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“We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must
not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must
not touch it, or you will die’” (Genesis 3:1-3).
Levi Harrison:
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. “For God
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the fruit of
the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for
gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate it (Genesis 3:4-6).
Faith Marohn:
Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command. And because of their sin, they
would die. They had separated themselves from God, but God, out of great
love for his creation, did not abandon them. He had a plan, already from
eternity, that would save the human race from its sin. God promised to send
a Savior.
Blake Valukas:
“I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
oﬀspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel”
(Genesis 3:15).
Aadin Terrazas:
Who is he? All we know is, God promised that when this man came, he
would destroy the power of the devil.

HYMN

Joy Has Dawned | 352

Children:
Joy has dawned upon the world, Promised from creation:
God’s salvation now unfurled, Hope for every nation.
Not with fanfares from above, Not with scenes of glory.
But a humble gift of love: Jesus born of Mary.
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Choir:
Sounds of wonder ﬁll the sky With the songs of angels,
As the mighty Prince of Life Shelters in a stable.
Hands that set each star in place, Shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast, Vulnerable and helpless.
ALL:
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Caleb Walleser:
From God’s description of the one who was to come, given in the Garden of
Eden, believers could not yet answer exactly the question, “Who is he?” So
throughout the Old Testament, God gave further descriptions concerning
this Promised One. God inspired the prophet Micah to reveal where this
man would be born.
Joel Voigt:
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose
origins are from of old, from ancient times” (Micah 5:2).

HYMN

O Li le Town of Bethlehem | 333

O li le town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep And dreamless sleep The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light.
The hopes and fears Of all the years Are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, The angels keep Their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing To God the King And peace to all the earth.
How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts To human hearts The blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin
Where meek souls will Receive him still, The dear Christ enters in.
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O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel!
Daniel Giambrone:
Through Jeremiah and Isaiah, God foretold that this man would belong to
the line of King David and would reign on his throne forever.
Grades 1 & 2:
“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just
and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in
safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our
Righteous Savior” (Jeremiah 23:5,6).
Grades 3 & 4:
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and
peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from
that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish
this (Isaiah 9:6,7).

ANTHEM

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Sung by Grades 1-4

Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, Let us ﬁnd our rest in thee.
Refrain: Come, come, come Lord Jesus! Bring us hope and joy today!
Come, come, come Lord Jesus! Bring to us your love and grace.
Born thy people to deliver, Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, Now thy gracious kingdom bring. Refrain
Ev’ry heart longs to see you. Oh, hear us now as we sing,
“Oh, come to us Emmanuel, Our Savior, Lord, and King!”
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Come, thou long expected Jesus, Born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, Let us ﬁnd our rest in thee. Refrain
Mason Hahn:
Isaiah also reveals that this man would suﬀer for us.
Madilyn Schueler:
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suﬀering, yet we considered him
punished by God, stricken by him, and aﬄicted.
Congregation:
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we
are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our
own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53:4-6).
Kyle Heilmann:
Who is he? We still do not have a complete description of this man.
However, these prophecies ﬁll in greater detail about him and his mission.

ANTHEM

The Yearning

Sung by St. Paul’s Adult Choir

There is a yearning in hearts weighed down by ancient grief and centuries
of sorrow. There is a yearning in hearts that in darkness hide and in the
shades of death abide, a yearning for tomorrow.
There is a yearning for the promised One, the Firstborn of creation. There is
a yearning for the Lord who visited his own, and by his death for sin
atoned, to bring to us salvation.
Refrain: Emmanuel, within our hearts, the yearning.
There is a yearning that ﬁlls the hearts of those who wait the day of his
appearing. There is a yearning when all our sorrows are erased and we shall
see the One who placed within our hearts the yearning. Refrain
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Rachel Mueller:
For thousands of years, God provided prophecy after prophecy about the
one he had promised to send to save humankind from their sin. The world
was now ready. Peace prevailed in the Roman Empire. God sent his angel to
a virgin named Mary, a descendant of King David’s family who was living
in the lowly town of Nazareth, to give her some wonderful news.
Women:
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The
angel went to her and said,
Men:
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
Women:
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. But the angel said to her,
Men:
“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants
forever; his kingdom will never end” (Luke 1:26-33).
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SOLO

O, Come, O, Come, Emmanuel

Sung by Nathan Meitner

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel that mourns in
lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
O come, O Root of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny; from depths
of hell your people save, and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. Refrain
O come, O Dayspring, from on high, and cheer us by your drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to ﬂight.
Refrain
O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home; make
safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Refrain
Kendall Holzwart:
Mary lived in Nazareth, about 90 miles from Bethlehem where the
Promised One was to be born. But God used the Roman emperor to get
Mary to Bethlehem so she would give birth to the Savior there, just as Micah
had prophesied.
Congregation:
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the ﬁrst census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own
town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to
the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
ﬁrstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger,
because there was no guest room available for them (Luke 2:1-7).
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ANTHEM

Silent Night

Sung by Treble Choir

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright ‘round yon virgin mother
and Child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in
heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; glories stream from
heaven afar, as the heavenly hosts sing, “Alleluia!” Christ, the Savior is
born, he is born! Christ, the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light! Radiant beams from
your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your
birth, Jesus, Lord at your birth.
Silent night, holy night!
Lexi Schuenemann:
The one promised in the Garden of Eden ﬁnally came into this world! But
how would people know that he had come? There were no news agencies to
get the word out. The message could not be tweeted to the world in an
instant. But God had a plan. He sent an angel to a small band of shepherds
to announce the birth of the Savior.
Abbi Leverenz:
There were shepherds living out in the ﬁelds nearby, keeping watch over
their ﬂocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terriﬁed. But the angel said
to them,
Congregation:
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will ﬁnd a baby wrapped
in cloths and lying in a manger” (Luke 2:8-12).
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ANTHEM

What a Glorious Night

Sung by St. Paul’s Adult Choir
Soloist: Karl Leverenz

The shepherds came to see the baby, stood by his mother's side. Here laid
the Savior inside a manger. Oh what a glorious night. Oh what a glorious
night.
Refrain: I hear the angels singing, “Hallelujah! Let the earth receive her
King!” I know that Love has come. Sing it out, Jesus Christ is born! Jesus
Christ is born!
The shepherds wondered, they couldn't hide it, told everyone in sight. All
were amazed when they heard how God came down on the glorious night.
God came down on the glorious night. Refrain
Glorious, glorious, what a Glorious night. Glorious, glorious, what a
Glorious night. Refrain
All is calm now, all is quiet. A star shining in the sky. Below in Bethlehem,
the King is sleeping. Oh what a glorious night. Oh what a glorious night.
Choir:
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,
ALL:
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests.”

ANTHEM

Angels We Have Heard on High

Sung by St. Paul’s Adult Choir
Soloist: Luther Curia

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the
mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.
Refrain: Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo, in excelsis Deo. Gloria, gloria in
excelsis Deo, in excelsis Deo.
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Shepherds why this jubilee, why your joyous strains prolong? What the
gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? Refrain
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing. Come adore
on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. Refrain
Congregation:
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about.” So they hurried oﬀ and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger (Luke 2:13-16).

Addie Meyer:
The Savior had come. And what wondrous news this was! The shepherds
believed the message of the angel. So they left their sheep to see their
Savior. They were so excited that the long-awaited one had ﬁnally come!
And they could not help but tell everyone they met what they had
witnessed.
Grades 5-8:
When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as
they had been told (Luke 2:17-20).
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Hannah Krell:
Now we have the answer to the question “Who is he?” He is Jesus—Christ
the Lord come to save us from our sins. That is good news! Like the
shepherds, we want to share that news with others so that they also may
have the peace the angel spoke of—peace between God and sinners. Jesus
himself tells us how, and what, we are to share.
ALL:
Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you (Ma hew 28:19,20).

ANTHEM

Sing We the Song of Emmanuel

Sung by Grades 5-8

Sing we the song of Emmanuel; this the Christ who was long foretold. Lo in
the shadows of Bethlehem, promise of dawn now our eyes behold. God
Most High in a manger laid; lift your voices and now proclaim: Great and
glorious, Love has come to us; Join now with the hosts of heaven.
Come we to welcome Emmanuel; King who came with no crown or throne.
Helpless he lay, the Invincible, Maker of Mary, now Mary’s son. O what
wisdom to save us all, shepherds, sages, before him fall. Grace and majesty,
what humility; come on bended knee, adore him.
Go spread the news of Emmanuel; joy and peace for the weary heart. Lift up
your heads, for your King has come; sing for the Light overwhelms the
dark. Glory shining for all to see, Hope alive, let the gospel ring. God has
made a way, he will have the praise; tell the world his name is Jesus. Glory
shining for all to see, Hope alive, let the gospel ring. God has made a way,
he will have the praise; tell the world his name is Jesus.

DEVOTION

Rev. Adam Bode

Zephaniah 3 14 Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice
with all your heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 15 The LORD has taken away your
punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel,
is with you; never again will you fear any harm. 16 On that day they will say
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to Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. 17 The
LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take
great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will
rejoice over you with singing.”

REENACTMENT OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY

Mary: Veda Ostermann
Joseph: John Athorp
Shepherds: Jude Harrison & Kyleigh Olson
Wise Men: Landen Hahn, Levi Harrison & Quinn Meyer

OFFERING

Online giving options available

Please stand.

PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER
M: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the
true light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that
light, we may also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through
your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give
you peace.
C: Amen!
16

CLOSING HYMN

Joy to the World | 353

Congregation: Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room
And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Children:
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
While ﬁelds and ﬂoods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
Congregation: No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings ﬂow
Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
Congregation: He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
Be seated.
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SPECIAL MUSIC COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
All songs reprinted, recorded, and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE
#A-722076 and/or CCLI LICENSE #CSPL155743. All rights reserved.
SERVING WITH HEARTS OF LOVE
PASTOR: Rev. Adam Bode
ACCOMPANIST: Gillian Curia
MUSICIANS: Mary Athorp, Rev. Adam Bode, Thomas Cameron, Jill Grzonka, Greg Johnson,
Nikki Leahy, Nathan Meitner, Nick & Tanya Schmidt, Brad Tinker, Jim Van Alstine, and Sue
Vant Hul

Christmas Worship - On Christmas Eve this year we will have four opportunities to
go with the shepherds and find the Savior lying in a manger. The 1:00, 3:00, and
5:00 services will involve several musicians. The 7:00 service will be a candlelight
lessons & carols service.
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