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WELCOME TO WORSHIP
We want to extend a warm welcome to everyone
attending this worship service! Especially to you who are
guests and visitors, WELCOME!
We at St. Paul’s Lutheran share a common belief in Jesus
as our Savior from sin and as the Lord of our lives. Our faith
is based on God’s Word, revealed in the Bible. We want to
share God’s Word with as many people as possible because
we know that Jesus lived, died and rose from death to save
us and all people. We’re happy to have the opportunity to
share the saving truths of the Bible with you!

LUTHER CURIA, STAFF MINISTER

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org

Worship during these times: All pews in the sanctuary are
open for seating. Face coverings are optional -- up to the
individual. Bibles and hymnals have been put back in the
ERIN RADUE, SECRETARY
racks for use as desired. Hand sanitizer is available in the
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
narthex. All responses and songs are printed in your bulletin,
920.565.3780 (church)
which may be taken with you or discarded after worship.
920.901.6167 (cell)
Offerings may be placed in the designated boxes in the
narthex.
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL
Communion is offered in worship each month on the 2nd
LUTHERAN CHURCH
and 4th weekends. Members who are not yet comfortable
441 Millersville Ave.
returning to worship during the pandemic may schedule a
Howards Grove, WI 53083
communion appointment with a pastor.
920.565.3780
www.stpaulshowardsgrove.org
DVDs: DVDs of our worship services can be made per
request. Please contact the office to make arrangements. In
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a order to ensure cleanliness, you do not need to return a DVD.
Congregation in the Wisconsin Please consider a small monetary donation ($2) to cover the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. cost of the DVD if you request one.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (The WELS) and was founded in
1862. We have our Lutheran elementary school (pre K-grade 8)
on site and are part of a federation of churches to support our
own high school, Manitowoc Lutheran High School.
920.287.8575 (cell)
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE
Jesus commanded his Church to make disciples of all nations—including children—by baptizing and by
teaching them to know and follow his Word. Parents have the primary responsibility to raise children in
the training and instruction of the Lord. Yet Jesus also gives pastors and teachers as gifts to equip and
shepherd in the Scriptures. As an outline of teaching God's truth to our young people, we use the 6
chief parts of the catechism: the 10 Commandments, the Apostles' Creed, the Lord's Prayer, Baptism,
Communion, and the Keys. Confirmation is a celebration of Christian growth that God has given in his
Word, growth that he wants to continue throughout a Christian's life. It is also a public profession that
a Christian has been instructed in the basic truths of the Scriptures.
God's Word says that a Christian who receives the Lord's Supper proclaims the Lord's death and ought
to be able to examine himself. It is only fitting, therefore, that a communicant member of our church
understand what the Lord's death means and can examine himself in light of God's Law and Gospel,
the two main teachings of the Scriptures. It is by God's faithfulness in Christ that we are saved and
possess eternal life. But God also urges Christians to be faithful to him. Confirmation, then, is also a
promise of faithfulness to live in daily repentance, to make regular use of the gospel in Word and
Sacrament, by which God strengthens and keeps us in the true faith, and to seek to belong to a
Christian congregation that teaches God’s Word in its truth.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN

Our Lord and God, Oh, Bless This Day | 599

1 Our Lord and God, oh, bless this day
And hear us, we implore you;
None of your children turn away
Who now appear before you.
We come before your face
And pray: let your rich grace
Descend from heav’n above
In all your wondrous love,
And keep us by your Spirit.
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2 Oh, bless your Word to all the young;
Let them, your truth possessing,
Bear witness true with heart and tongue,
Their faith and ours confessing.
From mother’s arms your grace
With love did them embrace.
Baptized into your name,
As yours you did them claim;
O Lord, as yours now own them!
3 And when they leave their childhood home,
When Satan comes alluring,
May their baptismal grace become
A refuge reassuring.
God’s covenant is sure;
His promises endure.
They ne’er shall be undone
Who trust in God alone—
God is their mighty Father!
Please stand.

INVOCATION
M: The grace of our Lord ☩ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and
serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve
only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him
and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be
called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy
4

on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and
take away my guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life
and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt
forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live
according to his will.
C: Amen.
Be seated.

ANTHEM

My Jesus, I Love Thee

My Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou art mine. For Thee all the follies of sin I
resign. My gracious Redeemer, my Savior art Thou. If ever I loved Thee, my
Jesus, ’tis now.
I love Thee because Thou hast first loved me, and purchased my pardon on
Calvary’s tree. I love Thee for wearing the thorns on Thy brow. If ever I
loved Thee, my Jesus, ’tis now.
In mansions of glory and endless delight, I’ll ever adore Thee in heaven so
bright. I’ll sing with the glittering crown on my brow. If ever I loved Thee,
my Jesus, ’tis now.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray. Risen and ascended Lord, you are the vine and we are the
branches. Apart from you there is no life. By Baptism you have grafted
us into your gracious life. Cause your Word to abide in us and make us
fruitful to the glory of your Father, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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THE WORD
LESSON

1 John 3:18-24

Remain in Jesus by believing in his name so we may love with actions and in truth.
18

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions
and in truth.
19

This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our
hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God
is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our
hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God 22 and receive
from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do what
pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son,
Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who
keeps God’s commands lives in him, and he in them. And this is how we
know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he gave us.
Please stand.

GOSPEL

John 15:1-8

Remain in Jesus, the Vine, and you will bear much fruit, showing that you are his disciples.
1

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every
branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because
of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can
you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,
you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in
me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.
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M:This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Me Be Your Forever | 596

1 Let me be yours forever, My faithful God and Lord;
Let me forsake you never Nor wander from your Word.
Lord, do not let me waver But give me steadfastness,
And for such grace and favor Your holy name I’ll bless.
2 Lord Jesus, my salvation, My light, my life divine,
My only consolation, To you I all resign,
For you have dearly bought me With blood and bitter pain.
Let me, since you have sought me, Eternal life obtain.
3 O gracious Holy Spirit, My comforter and guide,
Grant that in Jesus’ merit I always may confide,
Him to the end confessing Whom I have known by faith.
Give me your constant blessing And grant a Christian death.

SERMON

Action!
Your role * Your performance * Your confidence

1 John 3:18-24

Please stand.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
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God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERINGS BROUGHT FORWARD

Online giving options available

In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we
bring to him a generous portion of all we have received from him.
Offerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the designated
boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in, dropped off in the office,
or given online.
Be seated.

CONFIRMATION
Explanation * Promises * Blessings
Affirmation of Parent / Sponsor Roles
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Please stand.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his true body and blood for the
forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper we celebrate the gift of his
redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his
death until he returns.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
Be seated.

FIRST COMMUNION FOR CONFIRMANDS
M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised
you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the
coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who
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have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN

Go, My Children, with My Blessing | 332

1 Go, my children, with my blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; You are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river
I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing—You are my own.
2 Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, What I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story;
Here you touched him, saw his glory.
Go, my children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
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3 Go, my children, fed and nourished, Closer to me;
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.
Here my Spirit’s power filled you;
Here his tender comfort stilled you.
Go, my children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.
4 I the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;
I the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace;
I the Lord will be your Father,
Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, my children; I will keep you And give you peace.
SPECIAL MUSIC COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
HYMNS & A NTHEM: Words & Music: Public domain.
SERVICE OF THE WORD:
Contributors: Kermit G. Moldenhauer & Northwestern Publishing House, © 1993,
Northwestern Publishing House. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722076.
All rights reserved.
SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE:
PRESIDING MINISTER: Rev. Adam Bode
PREACHER: Rev. Aaron Mueller
ORGANIST: Gillian Curia
MUSICIANS: Karl Leverenz & Christina Sprenger
ALTAR GUILD: Maryann Hahn, Jean Porter, Debbie Van Alstine, Sandra Weber.
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Karl Leverenz, Dan Rehbein, Justin Radue, Steve Schueler, Joe Goedeke.
10:30 a.m.- Gary Fields, Jason Yancy, Matt Schueler, Mike Duwe.
OFFERING: 4/25 & 4/26 - $15,970. (WEEKLY BUDGET GOAL: $15,700.) $5,955 - A DDITIONAL
GROWING FORWARD.
In our prayers this week…
1. Our twelve youth confirmands.
2. Jo Ellen Vollmer, whose husband died suddenly of a heart attack last week.
3. Connie Kuether, who was recently hospitalized.
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1. Office hours are Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.. You can reach Erin at
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org. Erin will be taking maternity leave for the month of May. Her
last day was April 28 th. Erin’s emails will be monitored and there is coverage for the office at the hours
listed above.
2. Confirmation: There will be no Family Bible Hour (Adult Bible Class or Sunday School) on May 2
due to the Confirmation celebration.
3. Bible Study Series: Heaven and Hell - Resuming May 9, this Bible study offers insight into what
Scripture teaches about heaven and hell. It searches the Bible to show what God has revealed about
death, judgment, and the only two destinations after life is over: heaven and hell. The study takes
place in the gym.
4. A Second Sunday morning Bible study on the book of Mark takes place in the commons and will
begin again on May 9.
5. Teen Bible Study – Youth Group Bible Study will resume May 9. This study looks at Gideon. All
students in grades 7th through Seniors in High School are encouraged to attend, we will meet in the
5th/6th grade classroom. For any questions, contact Mike Leahy mleahy@live.com.
6. Parenting Bible Study: Join us Tuesday evenings, May 4-May 25 from 6:30-7:30 for a parenting
Bible study focused on Christian Discipline. Come when you can.
The study covers the following five lessons:
● The Ground Rules of Discipline
● Practical Expectations for Children
● Replace Whining with Respect
● Responsibility
● Mentoring Youngsters Towards Adolescence
Babysitting will be provided (by students 7th grade and older). Contact Luther Curia with any
questions. 920.287.8575; luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
7. Wednesday Bible study continues through Psalm 119. Always a good time to jump in if you like!
8. Thursday Evening Bible Study - Last study we delved into the following subjects: the foxes during
the dating process, temptation for the youth and the blessing of waiting for marriage, commitment,
and distance. Next class is Thursday at 6:30!
9. Men’s Early Bird Bible Study. Our next meet is on May 21, 6:00 am.
10. New Bible Information Class: We are looking to start a new Bible Information Class soon, looking at
Saturdays at 2:00 pm or on Thursdays at 6:30 pm. This class is for those interested in exploring the
Bible’s teachings and joining our church -- or for those who simply want a refresher on God’s Word.
The class is about 8 two-hour sessions. We have several people already planning to come. Child care
can be provided for those who request it in advance. Please speak to Pastor Bode for more
information.
11. Adult Basketball: Want to get some exercise? Want to see if you’ve still “got it”? Join us for adult
basketball each Tuesday night beginning at 7:00pm. Join us any Tuesday that you are able. It is some
good exercise and great camaraderie. Contact Brandon Lis (920-226-0483) with any questions or to be
added to the adult basketball communication list. Hope to see you on the court!
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12. Sunday School will no longer require temperature checks, and face coverings are optional. Parents,
please use your best judgment on keeping your child home if sick. There will be no Sunday School on
May 2 due to the youth confirmation celebration.
13. Attention all children and parents: We will be having a fun outing at Pineridge Campground on May
16! Come and enjoy the fun for an afternoon and experience what the Lutheran Pioneers is all about.
We will be racing pinewood derby cars and all kids can make and race a car, just pick up a car blank
from the school office or contact Mike Heilman 920-698-1654 (heilman_2004@yahoo.com). We will
also be canoeing, hiking, having a huge tug-o-war game, and a few more items including a campfire.
14. Mindful Moms- Plan to bring the kids for a Gardening themed playdate in the gym on Wednesday,
May 5 at 10am. The following week we will talk about the Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God as our
final session of Muffins and Meditations, Hymns for Her, Wednesday, May 12. Watch for more info on
our playdates and Bible studies over the summer months as well!
15. Mom's Night Out Taco Tuesday! Come on out for a fun night with friends on May 4 at 7:30pm (or
immediately following the Parenting Bible study). We will meet in the Commons at St. Paul’s and enjoy
some Mexican food and beverages (provided) along with some games and just general mom chitchat
and encouragement! All moms with kids at home are invited. Just bring yourself and a friend or two!
(Masks optional).
16. Growing Forward Giving Envelopes are available in the member room by the cabinets or in the
office on the top part of the office desk. They can be placed in the offerings boxes in the narthex or in
the wooden box on Erin Radue’s desk.
17. The St. Paul’s Car Show will take place August 14 this summer. The Show will run from 9-2 with
food trucks serving from 11-2. We are looking at having various classes for cars and trucks and one for
motorcycles. The registration link is now live on our website. More info to come over the next months.
Mark your calendar!
18. Confirmation Albums are out on display in the library. Feel free to take a look!
19. Lutheran Women's Missionary Society Offerings given at St. Paul's amounted to $200. The 2020-21
LWMS national offerings will be divided among four projects: Home mIssions -- Assistance for first
public service in missions and Cross-cultural mission conferences and training; World missions -Africa theological education and Hmong outreach in Vietnam.
20. Pastor Mueller’s 2022 Trip to Israel is still happening! Imagine Tours and Travel is set to open this
summer with trips to Israel (and more). There are 25 people signed up (among the three pastor hosts)
and the bus can hold 20 more. January 10-20, 2022. Direct flight to Israel from Chicago. For more
information, please contact Pastor Mueller.
21. Axe Throwing! The stewardship committee is headed to the Longhouse Axe Bar in Sheboygan for
some fellowship...and axe throwing Wednesday, May 19 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Hope you can come. $20
per person (discounted from their usual $30/hour rate), plus more for snacks and beverages. No live
targets. Sign up by Sunday, May 16 HERE. Drop off your payment in the office. Bring questions to
Luther Curia: 920.287.8575 or luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org.
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