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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

We want to extend a warm welcome to everyone
a ending this worship service! Especially to you who are
guests and visitors, WELCOME!
We at St. Paul’s Lutheran share a common belief in Jesus
as our Savior from sin and as the Lord of our lives. Our faith
is based on God’s Word, revealed in the Bible. We want to
share God’s Word with as many people as possible because
we know that Jesus lived, died and rose from death to save
us and all people. We’re happy to have the opportunity to
share the saving truths of the Bible with you!

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org

Worship during these times: All pews in the sanctuary are
open for seating. Face coverings are optional -- up to the
individual. Bibles and hymnals have been put back in the
ERIN RADUE, SECRETARY
racks for use as desired. Hand sanitizer is available in the
secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
narthex. All responses and songs are printed in your bulletin,
920.565.3780 (church)
which may be taken with you or discarded after worship.
920.901.6167 (cell)
Oﬀerings may be placed in the designated boxes in the
narthex.
ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL
Communion is oﬀered in worship each month on the 2nd
LUTHERAN CHURCH
and 4th weekends. Members who are not yet comfortable
441 Millersville Ave.
returning to worship during the pandemic may schedule a
Howards Grove, WI 53083
communion appointment with a pastor.
920.565.3780
www.stpaulshowardsgrove.org
DVDs: DVDs of our worship services can be made per
request. Please contact the oﬃce to make arrangements. In
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a order to ensure cleanliness, you do not need to return a DVD.
Congregation in the Wisconsin Please consider a small monetary donation ($2) to cover the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod. cost of the DVD if you request one.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (The WELS) and was founded in
1862. We have our Lutheran elementary school (pre K-grade 8)
on site and are part of a federation of churches to support our
own high school, Manitowoc Lutheran High School.
920.287.8575 (cell)
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MORNING PRAISE
Today’s Worship Focus: We humans tend to look mostly at externals when it comes to God’s
law. I spoke kindly to my co-workers today. I went to church this weekend. I spent time with my
children. I did all my homework. I’m good, right? Today, Jesus reminds us that God’s law is
more than just an outward surface ma er. It exposes our hearts that are by nature far from God.
Today, we seek cleansing from Jesus for our hearts as we take A Deeper Look at the Law.

OPENING HYMN

Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now | 230

1 Lord Jesus Christ, be present now;
Our hearts in true devotion bow.
Your Spirit send with grace divine,
And let your truth within us shine.
2 Unseal our lips to sing your praise;
Our souls to you in worship raise.
Make strong our faith; increase our light
That we may know your name aright
3 Until we join the hosts that cry,
“Hosanna to the Lord most high.”
Then in the light of that blest place
We shall behold you face to face.
4 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise throughout eternity!
Please stand.
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M: O Lord, open my lips.

M: Hasten to save me, O God.

M: Give glory to God, our light and our life.

VENITE: COME, OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD
Soloist: 1st Refrain
ALL: Repeated Refrain, Refrains Following Verses & Verses

4

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray: Almighty and eternal God, to know your Son, Jesus, is life.
Give us the grace to know him and to worship you in spirit and in truth.
Conform our lives to your design, and cast away from us everything that
hinders our true worship; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
Be seated.
5

FIRST LESSON

THE WORD

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9

Don't forget the LORD's decrees, or add to or subtract from them; follow them and pass them on.

Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow
them so that you may live and may go in and take possession of the land
the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2 Do not add to what I
command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the
LORD your God that I give you.
1

Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and
understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say,
“Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 7 What other
nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our
God is near us whenever we pray to him? 8 And what other nation is so
great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am
se ing before you today?
6

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget
the things your eyes have seen or let them fade from your heart as long as
you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.
9

PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 119c
I love your law, meditate on it, and obey it.
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SECOND LESSON

Don't merely listen to the Word and be polluted by the world;
accept the Word planted in you and put it into action.

James 1:17-27

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18
He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind
of ﬁrstfruits of all he created.
17

My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be
quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human
19

7

anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get
rid of all moral ﬁlth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the
word planted in you, which can save you.
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it
says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like
someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself,
goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks
intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not
forge ing what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what
they do.
22

Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight
rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look
after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being
polluted by the world.
26

Please stand.

GOSPEL

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The law is not a surface issue of washings and traditions;
it exposes dirty and distant hearts in each of us.

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples eating food
with hands that were deﬁled, that is, unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the
Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding
to the tradition of the elders. 4 When they come from the marketplace they
do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such
as the washing of cups, pitchers and ke les.)
1

So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, “Why don’t your
disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their
food with deﬁled hands?”
5

He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as
it is wri en:
6

8

“‘These people honor me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me.
7

They worship me in vain;
their teachings are merely human rules.’

You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to human
traditions.”
8

Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone,
and understand this. 15 Nothing outside a person can deﬁle them by going
into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that deﬁles them.”
14

For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts
come—sexual immorality, theft, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit,
lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from
inside and deﬁle a person.”
21

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated.

HYMN OF THE DAY

O God, My Faithful God | 459

1 O God, my faithful God, O Fountain ever ﬂowing,
Who good and perfect gifts In mercy are bestowing,
Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within
A conscience free from blame, A soul unhurt by sin.
2 Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing
Whatever you command, My calling here fulﬁlling,
That I do what I should While trusting you to bless
The outcome for my good, For you must give success.
3 Keep me from saying things That later need recalling;
Grant that no idle words May from my lips be falling,
But then, when in my place I must and ought to speak,
My words grant pow’r and grace Lest I oﬀend the weak.
9

4 Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions,
And let me ﬁnd good friends For counsel and correction.
Help me, as you have taught, To love both great and small
And by your Spirit’s might To live in peace with all.

SERMON

Perfect Birthday Gifts from our Father
Seeds - Mirror - Spyglass

Please stand.

TE DEUM: YOU ARE GOD; WE PRAISE YOU

Soloist: First Refrain & Verses
ALL: Repeated Refrain, Refrains Following Verses & Sections in Bold Print
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James 1

OFFERINGS BROUGHT FORWARD

Online giving options available

In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus,
we bring to him a generous portion of all we have received from
him. Oﬀerings for the Lord’s work may be placed in one of the
designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in,
dropped oﬀ in the oﬃce, or given online.
11

LORD, HAVE MERCY
M: In the morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my
prayer.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PRAYER FOR GRACE
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have
brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power,
and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of
danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

C:
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M: Let us praise the Lord.

C:
M: The Lord bless and keep you.

C:
M: The Lord’s face ever shine upon you.

C:
M: The Lord grant you peace for all your days.

C:
Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN

I Lay My Sins on Jesus | 372 v. 1, 4

1 I lay my sins on Jesus, The spotless Lamb of God;
He bears them all and frees us From the accursed load.
I bring my guilt to Jesus To wash my crimson stains
White in his blood most precious Till not a spot remains.
4 I long to be like Jesus: Meek, loving, lowly, mild;
I long to be like Jesus, The Father’s holy child.
I long to be with Jesus Amid the heav’nly throng
To sing with saints his praises, To learn the angels’ song.
13

SPECIAL MUSIC COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
MORNING PRAISE:
Words & Music: Marty Haugen, © 1995/1996, GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722076. All rights reserved.
O HOW I LOVE YOUR LAW (PSALM 92):
Words: David P. Regier, © 2018, by David P. Regier. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE:
PASTOR: Rev. Adam Bode
PIANIST: Gillian Curia
ALTAR GUILD: Sandy Bolz, Stefani Leverenz, Jenny Walleser.
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Greg Johnson, Chad Marohn, David Wehrmann, Richard Stoelb.
10:30 a.m.- Kevin Reinemann, Tim Reinemann, Jim Truttschel, Tyler Truttschel.
OFFERING: 8/29 & 8/30: $16,013 (WEEKLY BUDGET GOAL: $16,300).
ADDITIONAL $12,295 WAS RECEIVED FOR GROWING FORWARD.
$500 FOR THE FAITH IN THE FUTURE FUND.
ATTENDANCE: 8/29: 8:00-165, 10:30-119; 8/30-42
In our prayers this week:
1. Rosa Coward getting a pacemaker.

2. Bob Johnson having a procedure next Friday for his back.
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Office hours: The office will be open from 7:30 a.m - 4:00 p.m. The office is closed
tomorrow, September 6th.
2. St. Paul’s Lutheran School started last week Wednesday - We have 87 students
enrolled - our highest ever. Thanks be to God for this blessing! School chapels are
resuming daily, Monday through Thursday. Feel free to join our students at 8:05 for a
brief service!
3. Our summer Sunday Bible Study is a series on 2 Corinthians. The series will be
taught by all the church staff on a rotating basis. We will grow in so many ways
through it. There still were dicey issues in the church to deal with, as well as Paul’s
changing plans. There were financial obstacles to overcome and Paul had a personal
obstacle with his thorn in the flesh. There were earthly fellowship ties to build and
there was eternal heavenly confidence to give. It’s a rich book that will richly bless.
Today is the last day of our study! Child care will be available.
4. Let’s Get TRIVIAL - Come on out and enjoy some food, fellowship, and fun Friday,
September 10 from 6:00-9:00 p.m. The event is for all ages and will be held on the
southeastern corner of the parking lot. 6:00-7:00 FOOD: There will be pizza, chips,
popcorn, pudgy pies, and s'mores. Bring your own beverage of choice and a chair.
7:00-8:00 TRIVIA: Form a team (up to 5 people) and get on your thinking caps.
Perhaps you'll dominate and win a prize! Or maybe your team will win the prize for
"Most Creative Team Name"! (If you don't have a team of your own, no worries!
Come and join a team!) 8:00-9:00 FELLOWSHIP: Hang out and chat with friends
around the fire. Get to know others. COST: only $2/person to cover food. What a deal!
Registration deadline is Monday, September 6. CLICK HERE to register online.
Checks payable to St. Paul's or cash can be dropped off in the office or member room
in the marked box.
5. Men’s Early Bible Study in September is on September 24th at 6:00 am.
6. Men’s Crafts-Men Bible Study. Our next study is on September 9th at 6:30 pm.
We’re continuing to look at men in the Bible. Our next figure is the prophet
Jeremiah. We’ll look at how the Lord strengthened him to endure a world filled with
pain and suffering.
7. Sunday School - This year we celebrate 90 years of Sunday School at St. Paul’s! Our
theme is from Psalm 90, “Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all
generations.” Our staff is excited to begin Sunday School on September 12, restoring
all levels (one classroom each for PreK-K, 1-2 grades, 3-4 grades, 5-6 grades, and
7-8 grades). To help our planning, we are asking families to register online through
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this link, which is also located on the church website. For more information on the
staff and important dates, click here for the Sunday School Handbook.
8. Wednesday morning Bible Study begins on September 8th. We will be studying the
book of Romans. The teachers for the year will be a rotation of pastors and staff
minister. All are welcome! And if you are new this year, people begin coming around
8:40 am for catching up with one another and class begins around 8:55.
9. Public School Confirmation Classes - We offer confirmation classes for our 7th &
8th grade members who attend area public schools or are home schooled. These
classes meet in our school wing on Wednesdays from 4:15-5:30, beginning
September 8. Please contact Pastor Bode at 920-224-2961 if you would like more
information.
10. Mindful Moms Bible Study - NEW TIME! Starting September 8, plan to join us
every second and fourth Wednesday at 8:45am for a 30 minute Bible Study meetup.
For the first part of the semester we are continuing our book on Waiting. Each lesson
is independent, so even if you haven't joined yet, please come! Drop off the kids at
school, stay for a brief chapel service with the school kids, and then come to be
enriched in God's Word together with fellowship and encouragement! Contact Alycia
Cameron with questions.
11. Mindful Moms Playdates We have a new schedule for this semester! Come play
with us the first and third (and fifth) Wednesday of every month at 10am. Little ones
enjoy fun themed activities either outside or in the gym and moms get a chance to
connect, chat, and encourage one another. Reach out to Megan Bramstedt or Amanda
Bode with any questions.
12. Fall Bible Studies - We’re planning extra Bible studies for the fall on a variety of
topics and at different times. Please pick up a tri-fold pamphlet in the narthex or
member room and plan to attend one or more. May the Lord bless our church family
as we grow in grace and knowledge by his Spirit! You can also click on the link
under This Week at a Glance.
13. New Membership Class to begin about mid September. We regularly assemble
these Bible information classes for people and look to have around ten interested. It’s
also a great refresher course for those already members. Contact Pastor Mueller for
more information.
14. Adult Volleyball - Come out and play some coed volleyball on Thursday nights!
We will start on Thursday, September 9th @ 7:00 p.m.. You must bring indoor gym
shoes. See you on the court! Erin Radue will create a Facebook page for any
updates, cancellations, etc… Please email secretary@stpaulshowardsgrove.com if
you would like to be added to the page. Thanks!
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15. Starting Sunday September 12 we resume Adult Bible Study in between
services in the gymnasium area. Our topic is a recent evangelism study put out by
several WELS pastors. Just another great opportunity to come and grow!
16. Balcony Pews - In May, the Church Council approved a recommendation to use
memorial funds donated in connection with Richard Kuether for pew pads in the
balcony. Last week the project was completed. We give thanks to the Lord for this
enhancement in our sanctuary!
17. Adult Choir Coming Soon! Do you have a love of singing and a love for your
Savior? If so, consider joining our St. Paul's Adult Choir! It is open to all high school
age students and up. We meet Monday nights from 7:00-8:00. Our first rehearsal will
be Monday, September 13. You don't have to have a solo voice or be able to read
notes like a pro! We'd love to have you! NEW this year: childcare available if needed
(provided by the Curia children). In order to help with music selections, please
indicate ON THIS FORM which voice part(s) you generally sing. If you don't know,
just think: Soprano (higher female voice), Alto (lower female voice), Tenor (higher
male voice), Bass (lower male voice). If you're still on the fence about joining, don't
worry about filling this out. Just show up! Contact Luther Curia if you have any
questions: 287-8575 or luther.curia@stpaulshowardsgrove.org
18. Growing Forward Giving Envelopes are available in the member room by the
cabinets or in the office on the top part of the office desk. They can be placed in the
offerings boxes in the narthex or in the wooden box on Erin Radue’s desk. We plan
to have updates for the congregation coming soon.
19. Book Order: The order has arrived! Erin Radue reached out via phone to let you
know your total and how to pick up your book. Any questions please contact Erin.
20. Happy Scrip-tember! Earn funds for our school twice as fast because Kwik Trip is
doubling the discount given to us through the month of September. (Now 10%). You
can buy your Scrip between services or by calling or visiting the office.
21. Living Nativity - Committee Leader’s meeting scheduled for Tuesday, August 31st
has been cancelled. Also, we are in need of a Childcare area leader (organize
volunteers and activities for participants' children) and Publicity leader (arrange for
advertising). Living Nativity information coming soon. See Sue Vant Hul or Marilyn
Eirich with any questions.
22. St. Paul's Cradle Roll connects with families when a new baby joins their family
by delivering a welcome basket. These baskets include personal gifts and materials to
help share God’s love with their new little ones. We are in need of some specific items
to include in these baskets. These items include baby hats, booties, homemade burp
cloths, small packs of paper plates, wipes, new baby books, Walmart gift cards to
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purchase basket supplies, or money toward devotion books for parents. If you are
interested in donating, please contact Alycia Cameron or Amanda Bode.
23. Ladies Aid will meet on Thursday, September 16th. Any questions please contact
Jan Radue at 920-980-3757.

MLHS ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. MLHS – Host Families Needed- Did you know MLHS will have 10 international
students during the 2021-2022 school year? This is one way MLHS carries out its
mission in God’s kingdom. We have an international mission field right here in our
own backyard. In order to carry out this mission, it is important to have host families
who are willing to love, care for, and share their faith with these international students.
We still need host families for 2 male students. Are you interested in becoming a host
family or wanting to learn more about the international program at MLHS? If so,
please contact Nathan King. Email: nking@mlhslancers.org / Phone: (920) 682-0215 x
420. Visit www.mlhslancers.org/internationalprogram for more information.
2. MLHS Looking for Hot Lunch Helpers: The MLHS hot lunch crew is looking for
volunteers to help serve hot lunch and clean up after on Thursdays and Fridays. Please
contact Rita Redeker rredeker@mlhslancers.org, the MLHS Hot Lunch Coordinator if
you or anyone you know may be interested. Enjoy interacting with the kids and
working with a fun lunch bunch!
3. Charitable Giving Through Estate Planning Estate planning (also called a will or
trust) is a collection of documents that specify how you want your money and other
assets distributed after your death, making it easier for your loved ones to handle your
affairs during a time of grief. This one-on-one coaching is sponsored by MLHS and is
confidential. Due to a generous donation, when you complete the one-on-one coaching
through SFC and you will be reimbursed up to $500 for the attorney fees! Individuals
will be responsible for paying other attorney fees if applicable. This is simply a gift
from the MLHS Foundation to you and your family for your love and support of
Manitowoc Lutheran High School. Coaching can be done one on one or via zoom call.
More information can be found on the MLHS website or contact Ryan Hulse –
rhulse@mlhslancers.org
4. St. John’s School Wrap Around Program St. John’s school is looking for an
individual to assist with our Wrap Around Program. The flexible hours would be from
11:45am-3:00pm and 3:00pm- 5:00 pm. This is a paid position. You could work as
little as one shift per week or be a substitute as well. If you would like more
information, please contact coordinator Jen Farmer at 920-901-1162 or email
farmjd07@yahoo.com.
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5. Immanuel Lutheran School Wrap Around Care is looking for qualified people to
add to next year’s staff. Hours of operation are from 6:40am to 7:40am, and 11am to
6pm. There are several shifts to choose from whether you're just looking for a few
hours a week or up to 20+ hours a week. If interested, please contact Brenda Smith at
684-6791.
6. Trinity Lutheran School is seeking to hire the right candidate for our Afternoon
Childcare position, for the 2021-22 school year. This position is the lead teacher in
our childcare program from 12:30-5:30 PM for approximately 25 hours per week. A
qualified candidate will be at least 18 years of age with a high school diploma, be a
WELS member in good standing, able to pass a background check, work well with
children ages 3 - 12 years old and possess good interpersonal and organizational skills.
For more information, please contact our school office at tls@trinitybrillion.org. You
may also contact Early Childhood Director Mrs. Kelli Baas at
k.baas@trinitybrillion.org or Principal Dave Knittel at d.knittel@trinitybrillion.org.
7. Rockwood Church is looking for musicians who are willing to accompany the
congregation at Rockwood. Sunday worship services are held at 7:30 am. Contact
Pastor Schwark at rockwood.pastor.2016@gmail.com for more information.
8. PLAY FOR CHURCH SERVICES AT ST. JOHN ST. PETER: St. John St. Peter
Ev. Lutheran Church in Cleveland is looking for students interested in gaining
experience playing for church services, especially in summer when we have two
services a week. Services in summer are on Wednesday nights and Sunday mornings.
We have an organ, a piano, and a keyboard so they can use any instrument. They do
not have to play foot pedals if they play the organ. They don't have to do any special
music - just basic liturgy, psalms, and hymns. They will be paid, and they will be
trained. Contact nancy.bruckschen@gmail.com with any questions you may have.
9. Loving Arms Child Care Development Center in Maribel, Wisconsin is currently
hiring! They are looking for staff to help us provide a fun, safe, clean, caring,
Christian, educational experience for children. They provide care for children from 6
weeks through grade school age, and are looking to fill our staff schedule. Full Time
and Part Time positions are available. Please contact us for more information, either by
email dheiderich@stjohnmaribel.com or lovingarms@stjohnmaribel.com or call
920-863-5437 for more information.
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