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Today’s Worship Focus: The mood of Ash Wednesday is solemn because it begins the 40 days of Lent, the
season during which the Church remembers the passion and death of Jesus. During these 40 days, Christians
examine their lives and repent of the sin that sent the Savior to the cross. Some churches begin their Ash
Wednesday worship with the imposition of ashes, a solemn symbol that has deep roots and wide precedent in both
the Old and New Testaments. Ashes symbolize human mortality and the deserved destruction of all who sin. Like
Job, believers of many ages repent in “dust and ashes.” The symbol emphasizes the seriousness of sin.

Communion Preparation: Christian Questions to prepare our hearts for communion are found on pp. 295296 in the hymnal. Prayer: Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy Sacrament. I believe
that in the bread and wine you give me your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins and nourish
my faith through this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with your promises; I yearn for the
assurance of your faithful love. Bless me now as I receive you by faith. Amen.

PLEASE MAINTAIN A QUIET ATMOSPHERE AS WE PREPARE OUR
HEARTS FOR WORSHIP.

Lord, to You I Make Confession

CW 653

Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to
love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from
God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended
for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his
judgment but to turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord
Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we
deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might
become the righteousness of God.
During Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand
of God. The time of Lent also reminds us that, as disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are
called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor.
God invites you to draw near with a true heart and confess your sins to him, asking him
to forgive you for the sake of Jesus. He also promises to hear your prayer that the power
of his free forgiveness would help you in your individual struggle against sin.
Stand

Soloist:
Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.
Remember you are dust, and to dust you will return.
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Congregation:

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession – Lord, Have Mercy - Absolution
Soloist:

Repent, the kingdom is at hand.

Congregation: Repent, the kingdom is at hand. (sing in imitation)
Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins,
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We have done
those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those
things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us,
forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus.
Soloist:

Repent, the kingdom is at hand.

Congregation: Repent, the kingdom is at hand. (sing in imitation)
Soloist:

Seek the God of compassion. Lord, have mercy.

Congregation: Lord, have mercy. (sing in imitation)
Soloist:

Trust in God and be faithful. Christ, have mercy.

Congregation: Christ, have mercy. (sing in imitation)
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Soloist:

Praise the God of salvation. Lord, have mercy.

Congregation: Lord, have mercy. (sing in imitation)
Almighty God in his mercy has given his Son to die for you and for his sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Soloist:
Turn away from sin and be faithful to the Gospel.
Remember you are dust, and to dust you will return.
Congregation:

THE WORD
Salutation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made
and always forgive those who turn to you.
Create in us such new and contrite hearts
that we may truly repent of our sins.
Create in us such new and contrite hearts
that we may obtain your full and gracious pardon;
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through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Be seated

First Reading

2 Samuel 12:1–13

The LORD sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There
were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man
had a very large number of sheep and cattle, 3but the poor man had nothing
except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, and it grew up with
him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in
his arms. It was like a daughter to him.
4“Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from
taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who
had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor
man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”
5David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely
as the LORD lives, the man who did this must die! 6He must pay for that lamb
four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”
7Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the L ORD, the
God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from
the hand of Saul. 8I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s wives
into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too
little, I would have given you even more. 9Why did you despise the word of
the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah the
Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him with
the sword of the Ammonites. 10Now, therefore, the sword will never depart
from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the
Hittite to be your own.’
11“This is what the LORD says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to
bring calamity on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give
1
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them to one who is close to you, and he will sleep with your wives in broad
daylight. 12You did it in secret, but I will do this thing in broad daylight
before all Israel.’ ”
13Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the L ORD.”
Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to
die.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Create in Me a Clean Heart

Psalm 51C

Soloist: Create in me a clean heart, O God.
Congregation: Refrain:

Soloist: Have mercy on me, O God. In the greatness of your love, cleanse me
from my sin; wash me.
Refrain
Soloist: Stay close to me, O God. In your presence keep me safe. Fill me with
your Spirit; renew me.
Refrain
Soloist: Your salvation is joy to me. In your wisdom show the way. Lead me
back to you; teach me.
Refrain
Text (sts. 1–3): David Haas
Tune: David Haas
Text (Ref): © 1969 ICEL. Used by permission: License no. 130002462
Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076

Second Reading

2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.
20
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God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
1As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2For
he says,
21

“In the time of my favor I heard you,
and in the day of salvation I helped you.”
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Bless the Lord, My Soul

Psalm 103

Led by St. Paul’s Adult Choir

Choir:
Bless the Lord, my soul.
Congregation: Bless the Lord, my soul. (sing in imitation)
Choir:
And bless God’s holy name.
Congregation: And bless God’s holy name. (sing in imitation)
Choir:
Bless the Lord, my soul,
Congregation: Bless the Lord, my soul, (sing in imitation)
Choir:
who leads me into life.
Congregation: who leads me into life. (sing in imitation)

Soloist: It is God who forgives all your guilt, who heals ev’ryone of your ills,
who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and
compassion.
Refrain
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Soloist: The Lord is compassion and love, the Lord is patient and rich in
mercy. God does not treat us according to our sins nor repay us according to
our faults.
Refrain
Soloist: As a Father has compassion on his children, the Lord has mercy on
those who revere him; for God knows of what we are made, and remembers
that we are dust.
Refrain
Stand

Gospel

Luke 18:9–14

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down
on everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10“Two men went up to the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee stood by
himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—
robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a
week and give a tenth of all I get.’
13“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to
heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
14“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before
God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who
humble themselves will be exalted.”
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The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

Delay Not! Delay Not

CW 712

Text: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872, alt.
Tune: Welsh, 17th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

2 Corinthians 5-6
Be Reconciled to God!
The offer – The exchange – The urgency
10

Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of
Lent, we come before you in deep humility. We confess that we are sinners,
both by the nature we inherit and by the sinful thoughts, words and actions
that nature produces. Because of our sins, we deserve only your wrath and
punishment. Yet you reveal yourself not only as a God of holiness and justice
but also as a God of mercy and love. Despairing of our own merits and
worthiness, and in response to your gracious invitation, we come pleading
for your forgiveness.
Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake.
You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Savior. You sent him into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for
the sins of all people. Help us grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and
suffering, the mockery and ridicule, and the death and punishment he
endured should have been ours. Help us understand his incomprehensible
love.
Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake.
In silent meditation let us reflect on our sins, praise our Savior for the
forgiveness he has won for us, and ask for God’s continued grace to remove
any doubt that we are forgiven.
Time for silent meditation.

God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow
the way of the cross. As we contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion,
build us up in our faith. Renew in us the zeal to serve you by reflecting your
love in our lives. Give us the desire and the ability to boldly proclaim the
grace in which we stand, so that all for whom you lived and died may join us
in fellowship now and in your presence forever.
We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers and petitions, and
ourselves in body and spirit to you, Lord God. Hear us, according to your
promise, for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION: St. Paul's invites up to Communion instructed and confirmed
members of this congregation and the Wisconsin Synod (WELS). If you are visiting us and are not a
member of either, we would love to have you join us - just after we have established a shared faith in Jesus
with you on the basis of God's Word. Please speak with one of our pastors after the service so we can make
this happen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take
and eat; this is my + body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my + blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me.”
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God

CW 169

Be seated

Distribution
Solo

We Hunger and Thirst

Exalted Son of glory humbly came down wounded for the broken, bore the
sinner’s crown. Through the willing death you died you became our bread of
life.
Refrain: Jesus, we hunger and thirst for you, Lord, as we remember your
sacrifice. We see the wounds from your hands and pierced side. Extravagant
love! Oh how great the price! Now our lives are yours.
The priceless blood of Jesus, this gracious cup a life spring overflowing,
poured out for us. He has conquered every sin for the ones who trust in him.
Refrain
The cup we drink, the bread we eat reminds us you are all we need and
makes us long for your wedding feast. Refrain
14

Jesus Sinners Does Receive

CW 654

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756, abr.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
During the song, our offerings of thanks to the Lord will be brought forward.

O Lord, We Praise You

CW 673 st. 1

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; German, 14th cent.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076
Tune: Public domain

Prayer
Almighty God, we are dust and to dust we shall return, yet even in ashes and
dust there is hope. Marked with the sign of the cross in our Baptism, we
thank you for the gifts you have given us through this Holy Supper; through
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Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.
Be seated.

Now the Light Has Gone Away

CW 784

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879, alt.
Tune: Liederbuch für Kleinkinder-Schulen, Kaiserswerth, 1842
Text and tune: Public domain
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SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE:
PASTOR: Rev. Adam Bode
ORGANIST: Gillian Curia
MUSICIANS: Thomas Cameron, Christina Sprenger, and Tanya Schmidt
ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Nack, Lisa Specht, Lori Wehrmann.
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Peter Hahn, Ray Nasgovitz, Paul Nasgovitz, Gary Bauer, Dan Kuether.
10:30 a.m. Dennis Eirich, Wally Gierach, Dan Stange, Bill Mass, Aaron Mass.
Online giving options available
In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a
generous portion of all we have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be
placed in one of the designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in,
dropped off in the office, or given online.
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