


 





THE CRUCIAL HOURS 
Today's Worship Focus Throughout Lent, our theme is “The Crucial Hours”, looking at key words and 
moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that demonstrate the completeness of his saving work for us, the depth of his 
love for us, and the strength of his union with us. Tonight, we hear Pilate and the Jews bargaining over what will happen 
with Jesus; yet God’s will would be done not just in part, but completely. 
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Confession of Sins 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,  
we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds, 
and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest in peace.  
By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we are 
forgiven. Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when we shall 
serve him in newness of life.  
Amen.  

Be seated 

 

 



Jesus Paid It All CW 562 
Led by Small Group 

Small Group: I hear the Savior say, 
    “Thy strength indeed is small! 
Child of weakness, watch and pray, 
    find in me thine all in all.”  

Small Group: Refrain: Jesus paid it all, 
    all to him I owe; 
sin had left a crimson stain, 
    he washed it white as snow. 

ALL: Lord, now indeed I find 
    thy pow’r, and thine alone 
can change the leper’s spots 
    and melt the heart of stone. (Refrain) 

Small Group: For nothing good have I 
    whereby thy grace to claim; 
I’ll wash my garments white 
    in the blood of Calv’ry’s Lamb. (Refrain) 

ALL: And when, before the throne, 
    I stand in him complete, 
“Jesus died my soul to save,” 
    my lips shall still repeat. (Refrain) 
Text: Public domain 

The Passion Reading 
LEADER: The detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish 
officials bound Jesus and brought him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law 
of Caiaphas, the high priest that year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the 
Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people. Simon Peter and 
another disciple were following Jesus. Because this disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, but Peter had to 



wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
came back, spoke to the girl on duty there and brought Peter in. It was cold, and 
the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter 
also was standing with them, warming himself. Meanwhile, the high priest 
questioned Jesus about his disciples and his teaching. Jesus replied, 

MEN: "I have spoken openly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues 
or at the temple, where all the Jews come together. I said nothing in secret. 
Why question me? Ask those who heard me. Surely they know what I said."  

WOMEN: When Jesus had said this, one of the officials nearby struck him in 
the face. He said, 

LEADER: "Is this the way you answer the high priest?" 

MEN: "If I said something wrong, testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke 
the truth, why did you strike me?" 

LEADER: Then Annas sent him, still bound, to Caiaphas, the high priest. The 
chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so 
that they could put him to death, but they did not find any. Many testified falsely 
against him, but their statements did not agree. Then some stood up and gave 
this false testimony against him: 

CONGREGATION: "We heard him say, 'I will destroy this man-made temple 
and in three days will build another, not made by man.'  

WOMEN: Yet even then their testimony did not agree. Then the high priest 
stood up before them and asked Jesus, 

LEADER: "Are you not going to answer? What is this testimony that these men 
are bringing against you?" 

WOMEN: But Jesus remained silent and gave him no answer. Again the high 
priest asked him, 

LEADER: "Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?" 

MEN: "I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven." 



WOMEN: The high priest tore his clothes. He asked, 

LEADER: "Why do we need any more witnesses? You have heard the 
blasphemy. What do you think?" 

WOMEN: They all condemned him as worthy of death. Then some began to 
spit at him; they blindfolded him, struck him with their fists, and said, 
"Prophesy! Who hit you!" And the guards took him and beat him. 

LEADER: While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the 
high priest came by. When she saw Peter warming himself she looked closely at 
him and said, 

WOMEN: You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus. 

LEADER: But he denied it and said, 

MEN: "I don't know or understand what you're talking about." 

LEADER: Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. He went out into the 
entryway. When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing 
around, 

WOMEN: "This fellow is one of them." 

LEADER: Again he denied it. After a little while, those standing near said to 
Peter, 

CONGREGATION: "Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean." 

LEADER: One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter 
had cut off, challenged him, 

WOMEN: "Didn't I see you with him in the olive grove?" 

LEADER: Then he began to call down curses on himself, and he swore to them, 

MEN: "I don't know this man you're talking about." 



LEADER: Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. The Lord turned and 
looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken 
to him, 

MEN: "Before the rooster crows twice, you will disown me three times." 

LEADER: And he went outside and wept bitterly. Very early in the morning, the 
chief priests, with the elders, the teachers of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, 
reached a decision. They bound Jesus, led him away and handed him over to 
Pilate. When Judas, who betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was 
seized with remorse and returned the thirty silver coins to the chief priests and 
the elders. He said, 

MEN: "I have sinned, for I have betrayed innocent blood." 

CONGREGATION: "What is that to us? That's your responsibility." 

LEADER: So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away 
and hanged himself. The chief priests picked up the coins and said, 

CONGREGATION: "It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it 
is blood money. 

LEADER: So they decided to use the money to buy the potter's field as a burial 
place for foreigners. That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 
Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 

CONGREGATION: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by 
the people of Israel, and they used them to buy the potter's field, as the Lord 
commanded me. 

O Perfect Life of Love CW 431 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, abr., alt. Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591; setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon Luke 23:13-16 
 13Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14and said to 
them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. 
I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges 
against him. 15Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he 



has done nothing to deserve death. 16Therefore, I will punish him and then 
release him.” 

Sermon Theme: A Part for the Whole? 

Go to Dark Gethsemane CW 425 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer 
Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over. Abide with us 
and with your whole Church. Abide with us in the evening of the day, in the 
evening of life, in the evening of the world. Abide with us in your grace and 
goodness, in your holy Word and sacrament, in your comfort and blessing. 
Abide with us when we are overcome by the night of sorrow and fear, by the 
night of doubt and affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide with us and with 
all your people in time and in eternity.  
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 



Blessing 
May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us.  
May God bless us still, so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
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Online giving options available 

In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a 
generous portion of all we have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be 
placed in one of the designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in, 
dropped off in the office, or given online.  

 


