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Opening Anthem (1:00) When You Prayed Beneath the Trees 
Sung by St. Paul’s Lutheran School 

When you prayed beneath the trees, it was for me, O Lord; when you cried upon 
your knees, how could it be, O Lord? When in blood and sweat and tears, you 
dismissed your final fears, when you faced the soldiers’ spears, you stood for me, O 
Lord. 

When their triumph looked complete, it was for me, O Lord; when it seemed like 
your defeat, they could not see, O Lord! When you faced the mob alone, you were 
silent as a stone, and a tree became your throne; you came for me, O Lord.  

When you stumbled up the road, you walked for me, O Lord; when you took your 
deadly load, that heavy tree, O Lord; when they lifted you on high, and they nailed 
you up to die, and when darkness filled the sky, it was for me, O Lord.  

Opening Anthem (6:30) O Sacred, Wondrous Love 
Sung by Small Group 

O sacred, Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, now 
scornfully surrounded with thorns thine only crown. How pale thou art with 
anguish, with sore abuse and scorn! How does that visage languish which once was 
bright as morn! 

What thou, my Lord, has suffered was all for sinners’ gain. Mine, mine was the 
transgression, but thine the deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, my Savior! ‘Tis I deserve thy 
place. Look on me with thy favor. Vouchsafe to me thy grace.  

What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend, for this, thy dying 
sorrow, thy pity without end? O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love for thee! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul? O sacred Head, now wounded, 
with grief and shame weighed down. 

Please stand 

Dialogue of Remembrance 
Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
By his holy cross he has redeemed the world. 
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Remember his words, 
for they give us light. 
Remember his works, 
for they show us God’s mercy. 

Remember his grace, 
for it is greater than our sin. 
Remember his glory, 
for it shines from the cross. 

Remember his pain, 
for he took it up willingly. 
Remember his sorrow, 
for it became our joy. 

Remember his life, 
for it was perfect before God. 
Remember his death, 
for it was ours. 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 
By his holy cross he has redeemed the world. 

Scripture Ephesians 2:1–3 
 1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 
the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also 
lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CW 947 st. 1 
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Scripture Galatians 3:10 
 10For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: 
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of 
the Law.” 

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CW 947 st. 2 

 

 

 

 

Scripture James 4:8–10 
 8Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your 
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laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the Lord, 
and he will lift you up. 

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CW 947 st. 3 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. God Most Holy, look with mercy on this, your family, for whom our 
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the 
wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only 
Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 
and ever. 
Amen. 

Be seated 

Anthem And Can It Be 
Sung by St. Paul’s Adult Choir 

And can it be? Amazing love, how can it be? And can it be that I should gain an 
int'rest in the Savior's blood? Died he for me, who caused his pain? For me, who him 
to death pursued? Amazing love! how can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die for 
me? 
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He left his Father's throne above, so free, so infinite his grace; emptied himself of all 
but love, and bled for Adam's helpless race; 'tis mercy all, immense and free; for, O 
my God, it found out me. And can it be? Amazing love, how can it be? 

No condemnation now I dread; Jesus and all in him is mine! Alive in him, my living 
Head, and clothed in righteousness divine, bold I approach th'eternal throne, and 
claim the crown, through Christ my own. Amazing love! how can it be that thou, my 
God, shouldst die for me? 

Lesson Isaiah 52:13-15 
There Are Two Sides to the Story 

1. He would succeed. This isn’t our idea of success. 

13See, my servant will act wisely; 
 he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14Just as there were many who were appalled at him— 
 his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 
 and his form marred beyond human likeness— 
15so he will sprinkle many nations, 
 and kings will shut their mouths because of him. 
For what they were not told, they will see, 
 and what they have not heard, they will understand. 

O Darkest Woe CW 427 st. 1 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Friedrich von Spee, 1591–1635 Tune: Himmlische Harmony, Mainz, 1628 Text and tune: Public domain 
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There Are Two Sides to the Story 
2. He was the one God sent. We thought nothing of him. 

Lesson Isaiah 53:1-3 
1Who has believed our message 
 and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
 and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
 nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
 a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
 he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

O Darkest Woe CW 427 st. 2 

 

 

 
 

There Are Two Sides to the Story 
3. He was cursed for us. We thought God had it out for him. 

Lesson Isaiah 53:4-6 
4Surely he took up our pain 
 and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
 stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
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 he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
 and by his wounds we are healed. 
6We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
 each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
 the iniquity of us all. 

O Darkest Woe CW 427 st. 3 

 

 

 
 

There Are Two Sides to the Story 
4. He died willingly. We lost interest.  

Lesson Isaiah 53:7-9 
7He was oppressed and afflicted, 
 yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
 and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 
 so he did not open his mouth. 
8By oppression and judgment he was taken away. 
 Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
 for the transgression of my people he was punished. 
9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
 and with the rich in his death, 
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though he had done no violence, 
 nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

O Darkest Woe CW 427 st. 4 

 

 

 

 
There Are Two Sides to the Story 

5. He counts his life with sinners. We count his life as…? 

Lesson Isaiah 53:10-12 
10Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
 and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, 
he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 
 and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 
11After he has suffered, 
 he will see the light of life and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, 
 and he will bear their iniquities. 
12Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 
 and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 
because he poured out his life unto death, 
 and was numbered with the transgressors. 
For he bore the sin of many, 
 and made intercession for the transgressors. 
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O Darkest Woe CW 427 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 
Please stand 

Prayer of the Church 
Heavenly Father, you are a just God who accepts nothing less than perfection. 
All too often we fail to realize how much our sins offend you. We forget that 
the wages of sin truly is death. We forget that there actually is a hell. Lead us to 
recognize the seriousness of our sinfulness. Lead us also to admit our inability 
to make things right with you. 
Teach us to look to you as the only one who can make us just and right. 

Today we are reminded not only of your justice, but also of your love. You did 
not spare your own Son but gave him as a ransom for each one of us. Comfort 
us with the knowledge of this great love. Give us the peace that the forgiveness 
of sins brings. 
When we feel our guilt, point us to the cross where our guilt was washed 
away in Jesus' blood. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you for paying the debt that we could not pay. We thank 
you for coming to earth so that we could be with you forever in heaven. 
For being our perfect Substitute, we thank you, Lord Jesus. 

Son of God, you offered up your body as an unblemished sacrifice for sin, and 
commended your spirit into the hands of your Father. Teach us to cast the 
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cares of this brief life on our heavenly Father and commit our bodies and souls 
to his love. 
Give us the courage to face death, knowing that it is the gate to our home in 
heaven. 

Hear us, Lord as we offer our personal thanks for the forgiveness which you 
have given us, and for the home that you have won for us. 
 
Silent prayer 

The cross was once an instrument of death. It is now a sign of life. 
Dear Savior, we humbly kneel at the cross in awe of your power and of your 
love. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Be seated 

Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle CW 419 
Text: Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; (sts. 2–5):  tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866,  alt. Tune: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 Text (st. 1): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by 
permission: OneLicense no. 722076 Text (sts. 2–5): Public domain Tune: © 1967 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 722076 

Passion Reading 
LEADER: Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a 
special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses 
during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies 
taken down. 

MEN: The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who 
had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when they 
came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his 
legs. 
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WOMEN: Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, 
bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. The man who saw it has given 
testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he 
testifies so that you also may believe. 

LEADER: These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: 

CONGREGATION: "Not one of his bones will be broken." 

LEADER: And, as another scripture says, 

CONGREGATION: "They will look on the one they have pierced." 

LEADER: Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a 
good and upright man, who had not consented to their decision and action. He 
came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he was waiting for the kingdom 
of God. 

MEN: Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the 
Jews. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body. Pilate was surprised to hear 
that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if Jesus 
had already died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave 
the body to Joseph. 

WOMEN: So Joseph took the body. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the 
man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of 
myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body, the two of 
them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance 
with Jewish burial customs. 

LEADER: At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in 
the garden Joseph's own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock, in which no 
one had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since 
the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there and rolled a stone against the 
entrance of the tomb. 
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WOMEN: The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed 
Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went 
home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in 
obedience to the commandment. 

LEADER: The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees went to Pilate. They said, 

MEN: "Sir, we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, 
'After three days I will rise again.' So give the order for the tomb to be made 
secure until the third day.  Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the 
body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last 
deception will be worse than the first." 

WOMEN: Pilate answered: 

LEADER: "Take a guard. Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." 

CONGREGATION: So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a 
seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

Worshipers may remain for prayer and meditation before exiting silently. 
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SERVING JESUS WITH HEARTS OF LOVE: 

PASTOR: Rev. Aaron Mueller  
PIANIST: Gillian Curia 

MUSICIANS: Rev. Adam Bode, Aurora Bode (soloist in 1:00 service), Thomas & Alycia 
Cameron, Ann Doro, Bev Gumm, and Lisa Marten 
COVER ART: Trinity Curia, 8th grader at St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
ALTAR GUILD: Marilyn Eirich, Ione Prange, Lisa Specht, Christina Sprenger. 
USHERS: 8:00 a.m.- Dan Radue, Austin Radue, Nick Binsfeld, Chad Pennings.  
 10:30 a.m. Tim Henning, Jamie Hass, Logan Schroeder, Joe Grzonka.  
6:30 p.m. Bill Reichardt. 

 
Online giving options available 

In thanks to our gracious Lord and his gift of forgiveness in Jesus, we bring to him a 
generous portion of all we have received from him. Offerings for the Lord’s work may be 
placed in one of the designated boxes in the narthex today. They may also be mailed in, 
dropped off in the office, or given online. 

 

Upcoming Events & Worship Opportunities 
St. Paul’s Easter Egg Hunt  Saturday, April 16th at 9:30 a.m.    
Easter Sunday Worship   Sunday, April 17th @ 7:00, 9:00, 11:00 a.m.  
Easter Social Hour     Sunday, April 17th after 7:00 & 9:00 a.m. Services 

NO MONDAY NIGHT WORSHIP ON MONDAY, APRIL 18TH. 


