May 2022
A number of years ago some people in Denver handed me a book with a
knowing smile. The title was Skiing for Dummies. They knew I had never
skied before. Their likely intention was to prevent me from perfectly
wrapping myself around a pine tree at 9,000 feet. The gift had merit.
Skimming the book over the next few weeks helped. I needed to know
the basics. How do I get off the ski lift without taking out the three people
with me? After climbing to 13,000 feet, how do I get down? What do
moguls look like…better yet, when I’ve misread the signs and end up in
moguls, how do I get out? After I fall and my skis are on different sides of the mountain,
how do I retrieve them and put them on again?
Not everything in the book was practical though. Advanced techniques or how to handle
jumps doesn’t Õt the likes of a rookie skier. That didn’t change the fact the book was
worthwhile.
For personal reading from the Bible consider summiting the book of Ecclesiastes.
There’s a timeless, practical, godly wisdom from Solomon. It’s his reÖective book. The king
is looking back at his life in the light of God’s Word. What foolish slopes he descended
upon. What vain pursuits under the sun he thought would be so meaningful. They weren't.
Everything apart from Christ is a mist that is here one day and the next gone. Solomon
learned his lesson! Consider the following:
What is crooked cannot be straightened; what is lacking cannot be counted. [2:15]
To the person who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the
sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who
pleases God. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. [2:26]
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is
not quickly broken. [4:12]
When God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept
their lot and be happy in their toil – this is a gift of God. [5:19]
Remember your Creator in the days of your youth…[12:1]
People don’t go through the peaks and valleys of life without a few wipeouts. Solomon
knew that all too well. By inspiration he’s given you not simply a self help book, but a book
of God’s practical reÖective wisdom of his years of study on real meaning in life found in
Jesus. It’s a mountain of wealth, and worth your while.
While knowing the basics of skiing or Christianity are both beneÕcial, the point is to not let
your Christian wisdom stop there. Let the Holy Spirit lead you through his book. The tough
times in life won’t let up—every day has its moguls—but reading and believing what our
Savior from sin has done in the Bible helps us to face the difÕcult. He alone has authority
to encourage. Why? He’s successfully skied these hills before.
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Attendees: Pastor Bode, Pastor Mueller, Jim Van Alstine, Brett Horne, Eric Eickhoff, Eric Vant
Hul, John Marten, Brandon Lis, Dan Radue, Lynn Litt, Chad Marohn and Eric Specht.
The meeting was called to order by Head Elder Eric Eickhoff.
Pastor Mueller opened with a devotion followed by prayer.
The Secretary’s minutes from the April Council meeting were reviewed. A motion was made,
seconded and carried to approve the minutes as presented.
Membership Action:

Current membership:

Transfer In:
1. Kasandra Midthun (Good Shepherd Souix Falls,SD)

Profession of faith:
1.Devon Anderson (Husband Andy is a member at Good
Shepherd, Plymouth). Children:

Communicants = 673
Children/Other = 188
Total =
861

Transfer Out:
1. David and Kristi Gonzalez (and children Keegan and Dawson) to
Release:
1. Paul Beimborn
2. Amanda Flores
3. Tina Meyer

Removal:
1. James Hahn
Death:
Baptism:
1. Rylee Ruth Boys (daughter of Dylan & Courtney), April 10
A motion was made and carried to approve the membership action as presented.
Reports
Ministry Staff
Mr.Curia:
There has been discussion of the livestream to continue or discontinue? The 160th anniversary
planning is underway. Stan and Jill Grzonka have expressed interest in leading a handbell/chime
choir. Bible Study Sinai to Mt Calvary will continue Thursday evenings. Seven letters to the Seven
Churches will continue on Sunday Mornings and Men’s Evening Bible Study will pick up again in
June.
Pastor Bode:
Worship
○ Calvary, St. John’s / St. Peter’s and St. Paul’s joint Ascension service (May 26 @ 6:30)
■ hosted by St. John’s / St. Peter’s
■ joint Sunday School / Day School anthem
■ Luther assisting with music coordination utilizing musicians from all three
congregations
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● Constitution & Bylaws approved at April voters meeting. Committee work completed. Thanks again
to Todd Marten & Thomas Cameron.
● Position Descriptions
○ Much of the Constitution & Bylaws was at a high level.
○ Need to update & maintain position description manual referenced by the Bylaws. ○ Pastor Bode
will seek to distribute position descriptions from binder to respective boards / committees and
encourage them to be updated.
○ We’d like the officers to be the keepers of this information.
Pastor Mueller:
Holy week services / Good Friday & Easter review (How do we plan for future packed services?
Bic class wrapped up and started a new Bic class.
Elder’s Report
Discussion on whether to continue the livestream for the 8:00 A.M. service. A possible
discontinueation this summer, more discussion to follow.
Principal’s Report
● Mr. Dais has returned his call to Crown of Life in St. Paul’s, MN. We are thankful to have Mr. Dais
to continue as our 5-6 grade teacher and athletic director.
● The Board of Education has been working secure a replacement for Mr. Pahmeier in 20222023. Mr. Pahmeier is currently a part-time in the 7-8 grade classroom. ● St. Paul’s is
investigating the possibility of hosting student teachers from MLC in 2022-2023. Student
teachers would serve in the Kindergarten classroom under Mrs. Meitner and 3-4 grade classroom
under Mrs. Mueller.
● St. Paul’s is closing out its EANS Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act (CRRSA) allocations with some final expenditures. St. Paul’s reimbursement
allocations for CRRSA totalled $55,165.
·

St. Paul’s applied for and received a second round of Covid assistance through the American
Rescue Plan (ARP EANS). St. Paul’s allocation for ARP EANS is $55,863.

Board of Christian Education
The Board of Ed. is recommending extending one year calls to Mrs. Marohn and Mr. Johnson.
They would assume their current positions. There are discussions about the new addition and also
how to structure 3k classes and staffing.
Treasurer’s Report
Financial Results to Budget
May 4, 2022
Revenue
Offerings for the month of April (which had 4 Sundays and Easter festival services) totaled $79,700
compared to March (with 4 Sundays) totaled $58,400. Looking back to April of 2021 (4 Sundays), offerings
were $68,900.
Year-to-date revenue is ahead of budget by $86,700 in total. Regular offerings for the first 10 months
of the fiscal year are running 5% over budget.

School Tuition and fees are over budget by 12,000 or 10%. Most of the higher revenue is due to the 4K
tuition as well higher before/after can hot lunch fees. A 4thand final School Choice payment is planned in
7
May.

Special donations received in April were:
• We received an additional $197,000 for Growing Forward, and a $50,000 member loan. • $550 was
donated for the School fund.
Expenses
Church expenses: Are continuing to run under budget mainly for lower health insurance costs.
Expenses of about $450 was spent for the Easter Egg hunt fellowship/outreach event.
School expenses overall are slightly over budgeted levels. Greater K & 4K enrollment has required
more classroom aide time. The Tads classroom management fees and classroom supplies are also
higher than budget with a greater number of students than budgeted.
Property / shared expenses. Repairs were made to the Fire control system in March. Copier expenses
were back within budget for January. Snow removal has exceeded the total annual budget of $3,500 by
1,734. Hopefully we are out of the snow season now. The total Natural gas and electric expense through
April is over budget for the whole year due to higher gas rates. We are still hoping for warmer weather.
Missions: Monthly payments to WELS and MLHS continue to be made to budgeted amounts.
Net Results of the operating (Budgeted) funds is a year-to-date net gain of $50,400 compared to a
budgeted loss of ($51,400). If the regular Bank First loan payments would have been made for August to
April, the year-to-date actual result would still be positive at $9,000 Expenses paid with special funds
this month were:
·

Architect fees for $14,450 was paid in April as the building expansion goes forward. • $7,500 was
paid as a final payment for the summer Youth rally in Tennessee. • $577 was paid for AV
equipment to be used for musical instrument amplification.

Trustee’s Report
The trustee’s are getting quotes for lights outside of the building near windows. There will be some
detailed maintenance of restroom sinks this coming summer.
Evangelism Report
Some committee members have been assigned to complete Bios of 6 new members. There have been 7
areas identified in the Partner Training Program. There will also be some recruitment of partners
possibly in May and June.
Stewardship (Activities) Report
Over 200 people attended the Easter egg hunt. Planning is underway for the upcoming dance event.
Working on details for the car show. Brittany Stromski joined the last meeting and will be helping
coordinate an upcoming Brewer game event. Should have info on this in the next week for cost and sign
up.
Officer’s Report
We reviewed the suggestions made after the proof reading was completed for the handbook.
WELS
The following link will take you to the WELS report by Mike Austreng of the Elders. 1. WELS
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MLHS
Campaign update - still matching gifts up to $600,000 and looking to generate additional funding /
pledges to break ground in summer, 2022; due to rising costs, looking to phase the project; more up-todate info, pictures, and video at this link.
○ Calls
■ Pastor Ben Radke returned our call to teach religion at MLHS.
■ Mr. Barthel returned his call to teach science at ILHS.
■ Mr. Ulhorn returned his call to be VP of Michigan Lutheran Seminary. ■ Mr. Jeff
Dolan returned his call to Trinity, Brillion.
■ Mr. Kevin Buch returned his call to Grace, St. Joseph, MI

■ Ryan Holper returned his call to Trinity, Brillion.
○ Our congregation approved the updated MLHS Constitution and Bylaws. Fall MLS
Governing Board Meetings are scheduled for September 26 in Saginaw. Campaign update - currently
matching gifts up to $600,000 and looking to generate additional funding / pledges to break ground in
summer, 2022; more up-to-date info, pictures, and video at this link.
○ Mrs. Keturah Hochmuth has accepted the call to be Student Resource Coordinator at MLHS.
Pastor Ben Radke is holding the call to teach religion at MLHS. Mr. Barthel is holding a call
to teach science at ILHS and Mr. Ulhorn is holding a call to be VP of Michigan Lutheran
Seminary.
○ Updated Constitution and Bylaws have been approved by federation delegates. These updates
allow the Board of Control to take on more responsibility for the sake of ministry efficiency
while also allowing for involvement of delegates. Federation congregations need to approve
as well. This will be on our April Voters Meeting agenda.
○ MLHS Easter Concert is Wednesday, April 13, at 7:00 pm.
● Fall MLS Governing Board Meetings are scheduled for September 26 in Saginaw.
Old Business
1. Growing Forward Update
a. Finance Committee [Jim]
b. Capital Campaign Committee [Eric]
c. Building Committee [John]

New Business
1. Call meeting May 22 during Bible Study.
2. Altarguild asked to purchase 2 trays for communion. (motion was made, carried and approved.)
Motion to close the meeting
Pastor mueller closed with a blessing Respectfully
submitted by Eric Specht
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6:00 p.m. Worship

Mon

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship

Sun

Wed

20

9:30 a.m. Volleyball Camp 9:30 a.m. Volleyball Camp 9:30 a.m. M.M. Playdate
6:00 p.m. Worship
6:00 p.m. BIC
@ St. Paul’s
7:00 p.m. Adult Open
9:30 a.m. Volleyball Camp
Gym

27

8:00 a.m. Basketball
Camp
5:30 p.m. Trustee
6:00 p.m. Worship

19

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship

26

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship

8:00 a.m. Basketball
Camp
6:00 p.m. BIC
7:00 p.m. Adult Open
Gym

28 Youth Rally

21

Thu

30 Youth Rally

9:30 a.m. Volleyball Camp
5:00 p.m. School Painting

23

6:30 p.m. Men’s Study

16

7:00 p.m. M.M. Burning
Brightly Bible Study
@ Amanda Bode’s

9

2

9:30 a.m. M.M. Playdate
8:00 a.m. Basketball Camp
@ Roosevelt Playground
Sheboygan
8:00 a.m. Basketball Camp
6:30 p.m. Elders

29 Youth Rally

22

9:30 a.m. M.M. Playdate
@ River Park Sheb Falls
6:30 p.m. Board of Ed
6:30 p.m. Officers

6:00 p.m. Worship

6:00 p.m. BIC
7:00 p.m. Adult Open
Gym

13

8:00 a.m. Worship
9:15 a.m. Bible Study
10:30 a.m. Worship

15 District Convention

9:30 a.m. M.M. Playdate
@ Dairyland Park
Cleveland
5:30 p.m. Evangelism

8

9:30 a.m. M.M. Playdate
@ St. Paul’s
6:30 p.m. Council

1

12

14 District Convention

6:00 p.m. BIC
7:00 p.m. Adult Open
Gym

7

Tue

Fri

5:00 p.m. School Painting

24

17

10

3

June 2022

5

14

Sat

5:00 p.m. School Painting

25

10:00 a.m. Early
Childhood Event:
Transportation
12:00 p.m. School
Cleaning

18

11

Brewers Game

4

